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Iſai «ti: 6. 1 will give thee for 


à covenant of the people. 


dear friends, if your ears be open, there arg 
three things that you may hear this day. 1. 
ou may hear what Miniſters will ſay;— but that is a 
matter of ſmall moment, and it is but a poor errand, if 
you be only come to hear what a poor, mortal, ſinful, | 
fellow creature will ſay to you: little matter what we 
fay, if God himſelf, do not ſpeak into your hearts. 


Therefore, 2dly, You may hear what God ſays to you: 


this is a matter of great moment; — for God's ſpeaking ft 
can make us: both hear and live, though we were as dea _ 
as Rocks, and as dead as ſtones. He ſpake the old ere 1 7 1 
ation out of nothing; and he can ſpeak a new creation . N "4 F 
out of us, who are worſe than nothing. Indeed it WII ko, 1 4 f 
be a wonder, if he do not ſpeak terrible things in rig +. X 3 f 

teouſneſs unto us b:cauſe of our fins; and really, if he? 

ſpeak to us out of Chriſt. it will be dreadful. Theres 4 1 F 1 

fore, 3d/y, You may come to hear what God ſays to * 
Chriſt ; and this is of the greateſt moment of all. GS 


hear what miniſters ſay to the congregation, is. 4 ge 


thing; to hear what God ſays to you, is a great jr = 4 } AY 
but to hear what God fays to Chriſt, is one of ths 
greateſt things that can be heard, God in his Ke: 24 of! | 
fpeaks to the ſous of men, and perhaps you haye notic- 1 71 


2 
5 
1 F | 


* 
* 

a A 
* 


„ 


ed that: — but he ſpeaks alſo to the Son of God, to his 
eternal Son; and perhaps that is what you haves. little SE * 
noticed to this day. Why, what ſays he to Chriſt? Is 5 af 
it any thing — we. the. * are eee n 75 
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ret N of the greateſt concern 

n 1 will give thee for a covenant of 

4 , might the great and eternal Father ſay to 

cc and eternal Son, who is one God with Him 


m eting in Dunſermline, about a Communion-table, 
with a view to the ſealing of the-covenant — but their 
work will be to little purpoſe, if they view not Thee, 
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14 the all of the covenant :—Their covenant will be but a 
N poor bargain without Thee; and therefore, Behold F 
will give Thee for a covenant of the people. O, a ſweet 

fay ing as ever was ſaid in the wcr'd ! and no wonder, 
for it is part of a ſer mon whereof God himſelf is the 

preacher, and Chriſt is the text, and the Spirit is the 
voice that conveys it. If we had much cf this Spirit 
with us, we might ſee how ſweetly this glorious Preacher 
handles this wonderful text, from the beginning of this 

"WM . Chapter-:—O, how ſweetly does he ſpeak of him in the 

_ firit four Verſes | and how ſweetly does he ſpeak to him 

1 from the 5; ih Verſe and downward ! Fir/t, How ſweetly 

does he ſpeak of him, Behold my Servant whim I ups 
=. bold, ming Eledt in whom my foul delighteth, &c. That 
>:  . Chriſt is the ſubject here treated of, you need not queſ- 

tt,jton, if you compare this firſt Verſe with Matth. x i. 18. 


dere Chriſt expreſtly applies it to himſelf: —And now 
when the father here fpeaks of Chriſt, every word is a 
© word of commendation ;—he commends him for a good 


©:  » ſervant in his mediatory works: Behold my ſervant, &c. 
Hie commends him for a well qualified Saviour: I have 
" put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall bring forth judg- 
5 ment to the Gentiles :—he commends him for a meek 
Saviour: — He ſhall not cry, &c. ver 2 — He commends. 


Secordlyy, 


the eternal Spirit, Yonder is a company of people 


my beloved Son, to be the ſpring, the ſpirit, {the life, 
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-- Secondly, How ſweetly does he ſpeak e 48 E008 


5, 6. And here notice both the divine W 
part of the ſermon, and then the divine 


1) The preface, ſhewing the glorious dignity 3 » 
the preacher, ver. 5. Thus ſaith the Lord, Here tbe 


glorious Jehovah, is commending himſelf, as it well 


ets him, and none but him to do. Who is it that is 
ſpeaking ? , It is the Lord, the great Lord of hea- 
ven, earth, and mankind ; — It is the Lord of all the 


heavens that is ſpeaking ;—he that created the heavens 
and ſtretched them out; — It is the Lord of all the earth 
that is ſpeaking, he that ſpread forth the earth and that 
which cometh» out of it ;—Tt is the Lord of all mankind 
that is ſpeaking, he that gives breath unto the people 
upon it, and ſpirit to them that dwell therein: Why 
then, he is the God that hath authority to make the 


following covenant with the Meiiah, and give a come 


miſſion to him, Therefore, (2). Notice the divine diſ- 
courſe itſelf, and what he ſays to Chriſt,” ver. 6. I the 


Lord have called thee, &c. He hath fpoken ſweetly of 


him, and here he ſpeaks as ſweetly to him; and in this 
ſpeech is opened up to us the great myſtery of the co- 
venant of redemption betwixt the Father and the Son 


Wo 


4 
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from Eternity, and the opening thereof in time, makes 
it a covenant of grace to us. And here we may ſee fe- 


veral parts of 
ſelf unto, | 


The firſt piece of the indenture is, I have called thee 
in righteouſneſs, Here is his vocation ;—he takes not 


this office of being Mediator upon him, without being 


called thereto; and God called him thereto in righte= 
 ouſneſs, He was rightly called, for the right of re- 
demption fell into his hand; —he was rightly called; for 


he was able for the work, and fit for it ;—he was riglit- 


ly called, for he was willing to the work, and volunta- 
rily. offered himſeif, Lo, I come, &. He was rightly- 
called; — for as God did him no wrong, ſo he did him- 
Felt right, and provided for the glory of all his perteQ- 
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the indenture he binds and obliges him 
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Neee of the n is, 1 will hold thine 
2 another thing he ſays to him: Go ſays 
2nd l' held thee by the hand all the way, I'll bear 
de expences of that hard ſervice :—Chriſt goes this 
. , warfare on God's Charges, he bears equal burden inf 
the work of our redemption. We are fools in our love, 
if we love not the Father as well as the Son. The three 
glorious Perſons. of the adorable Trinity, had all one 
will to it, and they go hand in hand about it, I will 
Bold thine band. | 
The third piece of the indenture, or the other thing 


he ſays to Chriſt, is, Jill keep thee ;—T, ſays the great 
Jehovah to' the God-man Mediator, I will keep thee, 
When the fins of an ele& world ſhall all meet upon thee; 
— when the curſes of the law, the terror of juſtice, the 
vengeance cf heaven, and the fury of earth and hell 


5 2 Hall invade and incompaſs thee, I will keep and pre- 


bie ſays to Chriſt, I will give thee for a covenant of the 


bvenant. But what of that, while they are ignorant: 
=. , Why then, I/ give thee for a light of the Gentiles. 
2 3 But what though they have light, if they have not ſight 


1 A 1 lady. I'll give thee to be a ſuitable remedy :—Have 
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\, , Jerve thee, and make all theſe red ſeas to divide, and 
make way for thee to paſs through triumphantly. 

The fourth piece of the indenture is in the words of 
our text, and it is one of the great and glorious things 


people, a light to the Gentiles, &c. Whatever be their 


„they broken covenant, I'Il give thee to be a better co- 
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en houſe. O but theſe are ſweet promiſes made to Chriſt, 
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=. . , too? for a blind man hath no benefit of the ſun; Why 


then, Il give thee to open the blind eyes. But what 
though they have both light and fight. if they be ſtill 
a a dark priſon, bound and fettered there? Why, Il 


. by 
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give thee for this end, 7% bring out the priſcners from 'C 
' #he priſon, and them that fit in darkneſs, out of the pri- 


And in him to us; and the leading one, that compre 


blendas the reſt, is in theſe words, I will give thee for a 


vou may notice theſe two things ;, 1, The gracious te-M -_ 
Sr. ns = b "Ing . Ws he Higratior 1 
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follow, is, 
I. To offer ſome 
. — 


Ignatlon and title Chriſt bears, a covenant of the people, 
2. His glorious ordination, and appointment ' thereta, 


4 will give thee for chat end. (1). The gracious deſig- 


nation and title of honour that he bears, he is called 2 


covenant of the people; and here he is deſcribea by his. 
relation to the covenant, and by his relation to us by 


this means z—his relation to the covenant is ſuch, that 
he is deſigned the covenant itfelf ; he is the head and 
the heart of the covenant—he is the foundation and: 
eope-ſtone of the covenant the bottom and the top of 
the covenant—the Alpha and Omega of the. covenant— 
the firſt and the laſt letter of the covenant—the All ina 


All of the covenant.—The firſt covenant head, brake, 


and fell; and he falling, all his feed fell! :——Toe 
ſecond covenant head ſtands ;—and he ſtanding, all 
his ſeed ſtand in him ;— My covenant hall ſtand faſt in 


him. Again, his relation to us by this means;—To- 
hom is he a covenant? Even a covenant of the people, 


of the Gentiles: O good news to us poor Gentiles 
(2)., His glorious ordination and appointment. unto this 
buſineſs, Iwill give thee; —and here alſo every word. 
hath ſome glory in it. Here is the glorious perſon or- 
daining him, in the pronoun, J. I, Jehovah do it; —here 
is the glorious perſon ordained, in the pronoun Thee, I 
will give thee ;—here is the glorious manner of the or- 
dination; it is by way of free and gratuitous gift, Ii 
give thee ;—and here is the glorious reaſon, aud moving 
cauſe of the whole, even the ſovereign will of God, t 


* 
- 


will give thee. But the further explication of 3 | 
particulars, E refer to the proſecution of the doctrine. % 
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OsskAV. That, by Divine Ordination, Chrift is the: 


Covenant of the people: The only ſcripture I name for 4. E 


the confirmation, is, //a. xlix. 8. where you ſee the: 
viſion is doubled, becauſe it is true. 5 1 


The Method [ will endeavour, through. Grace, 
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Remarks conserning the Covenant 
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teſpects he bears that name. a 
III. Enquire for whoſe Behoof he is ſo,—and thus 


'ſhew that he is the Covenant of the People, 


IV. By whoſe Authority he is fo;—and here ſpeak 
of his Divine Ordination, and being give of God for 
that End. 4 e 4 

V. Offer ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, why he is 

iven to be a Covenant, and why a Covenant of the 
N ? : Ra | 


VI. Draw ſome Inferences for Application. 


The Fir thing is, to offer ſome remarks, concerning 
the covenant in general; and I confine them to theſe 


four, which are imported in the text, and doctrine, 


The „r remarkable thing imported in the text, is, 
That the covenant cf works is broken, and eannor ſave 


us; ard we are broken, and cannot ſave ourſelves, 
There was a covenant of works made with the firſt 
Adam, and his ſeed, before the fall;' arid therein God 


was upon theſe terms with Man, Do and live ;—and if 


you do not, you ſhall die. In this law of works, there 
was a precept, and a ſanction; — the precept is, Do this, 
that is, perform perfect and perſonal obedience; — the 
ſanction is, T thou do not, thou ſhalt dis; importing 
that the reward of obedience was eternal life. The man 
that doth theſe things, ſhall live in them; and that the 


puniſhment of diſobedience was eternal death. The foul 


that ſinneth ſhall die, Gen. ii. 17. Now, as by the Fall 
of mankind, the precept of Doing, is broken, and the 
penalty of Nying is incurred, and eternal life forfeited; 
Fo our falvation is impoſſible without a perfect righte- 


ouſneſs ; a righteouſueſs of obedience, performing the 


Precept of the law, and ſo entitling to life; a righte- 
- onſneſs to ſatisfaction, undergoing the penalty of the 


law. and ſo delivering from death :—the former is im- 


peollible to us, for we are dead in fins and treſpaſſes, aud 
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Ff. Shew how Chriſt is the Covenant, and in what 
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ſo can never perform any _ acceptable to God, far 
leſs every way, perfect obedience :——the latter is im- 
poſlibie ; for, being both finite and ſinful creatures, we 
can never give infinite and ſinleſs ſatisfaction, and ſo we 


are broken and loſt by the breach of this covenant, 


There are four things upon this particular, that I pre- 
ſame, you all profeſs to know, namely, 1. The tenor 
of this covenant of works, That when God had created 
man, he entered into a covenant of lite, or works with 
him, upon condition of perſect ubedience, forbidding hin 
to eat of the tree of tnowleage, of good and Evil, upon 
the pain of death. 2, The breach of this covenanr, 
That our firſt Parents being left to the freedom of their 
caun will, fell from the eflate wherein they were creat- 
ed. by finning againſt God, and particularly by eating 
the forbidden fruit. 3. Our concern in this original ap- 
poſtacy and fall in Adam, That the covenant being made 
with him. not only for himſelf, but for his poſterity, 
all mankind deſcending ſrom him by ordinary generation, 
finned in him and fell with him in his firſt tranſgreſſing 
for, by one man fin entred into the world, and death by 


fin ; and fo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 


finned, or, in whom all have ſinned. 4. The fatal, 
woful effects of this fall, and breach of the covenant of 
works; namely, That by this means, we have fallen in- 
to a ſtate of fin and miſery; That our flate is a ſinful 
ſtate we being guilty of Adam's firſt fon, wanting ori- 
ginal righteouſneſs, and our whole nature being corrupt» 


ed. whence proceeds all our attual fins ; and that our 
ate is a miſerable ſtate, having lot communion with 


God, being under his wrath and curſe, liable to all the 
miſeries of this life, to death itſelf” and ta the pains of 
bell for ever, Why, The wages of in is death, and we 
are Children of wrath ; and Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things written in the bool of the 
far, to do them, It may be, it is long ſince ye knew 
theſe things in your Catechi/ms: But O, how long is it 
fince you believed them? or, do you believe them yet? 
Have you ſeen your fall in dam, and your woful, Io 
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the covenant of works? If you were convinced of this, 
" furely, the news of another covenant would be welcome 
- to vou But then, 210 4 | 
The ſecond remarkable thing imported in the text, 
is, That there js a covenant of grace, provided for the 
recovery of ſome, by Jeſus Chriſt, ffom a ſtate of ſin 
and death, to a ſtate of righteouſneſs and eternal life; 
or you may take it thus, God having out of. his meer 
ood pleafure, from all eternity, elected ſome to ever- 
laſting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deli- 
ver them, &c. Hence ſuch ſcriptural expreſſions as 
theſe, By grace ye are ſaved, not. by works of rightecuſ- 
meſs that we have done ; for if their had been a_law 
(pamely of works) which could have given life, verily 
righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law, Gal, iti. 21, 
Now this covenant of grace may be confidered, either 
in its original tranſaction from eternity, or in irs actual 
manifeſtation in time, 1//, Confider it in its original 
tranſaction from eternity, betwixt the Father and the 
Son; God having, in his eternal decree of permitting 
the tall, foreſeen the ruin of mankind by the breach and 
„violation of the covenant of works, graciouſſy purpoſec 
not to proceed againſt all mankind, according to the de- 
merit of their tranſgreſſion, in the execution of tha 
death 'vpon them which that eovenant rthreatned ; anc 
therefore a council of peace is called from eternity, an 
the propoſil made anent the ſhewing merey to an ele 


fectly; and of God's juſtice, which ſays, They muſt die 
'eternally, Well, none in all the creation of men and 
angels were able to ſatisfy this propoſal:— Then ſays 
"Chriſt, Le, I come, Pſal. xl. 8. J offer myſelf to be 
'tlieir ſurety, to give a perfect obedience to the law 
"Which was the condition of the covenant of works, and 
to give infinite fatisfaction to offended juſtice, in anſwe 
To the peflalty incurred throvgt the breach and Viola 
tion of that coyenant, Lo, Icons. Since the law can 
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ful, miſerable” ſtate by dats breach of 


number, in a way that ſhould be to the honour ar.dF 
glory of God's holirefs, which fays, They mult do per 
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of Inot be fulfilled without doing, nor juſtice ſatisfied with- 
is, out dying, lo I come to do both; —and ſeeing this un- 


ne Idertaking muſt be accompliſhed by one who is both fi- 
Nite that he may die, and infinite that he may conquer 


xt, death and wrath ; I offer to do it in their nature, and 
he Eby an unſpeakable myſtery to become fleſh, Lo. I come: 
ſin Wet the impannelled criminal go free. The Father be- 
e; ing infigitcly well-pleaſed with this conſent, encourages 
zer his eternal Son, enters into a covenant with him, calls 
er- him, qualifies him, promiſes to uphold him in the whole 
11-Y work, and to give him for a covenant of the people; 
as and that, for making his ſoul an offering for ſin, he 
„ FE ſhould ſee his ſeed, and ſee the travel of his ſoul and be 
WY ſatisfied, //a. liii. 11. This is called by many, The co- 
ily venant of redemption not that it is another covenant 
1. of grace, but I take it as another conſideration of the | 
ler ſame covenant. It was made with Chriſt as the ſecond 

ralf Adam, and in him with all the elec as his ſeed, As it 
ralf is made with Chriſt, jt is properly Conditional to him, 
he the condition being perfect obedience, and complete ſa- 
ng tisfaction; but as made with the elect in him. it is ab- 
ndll /s/ute, conſiſting of free ar d abſolute promiſes to them. 
ſedſ But, '2dly, Conſider it in its actual manifeſtation in 
le. ¶ time; and here, omitting what might be ſaid of the le» 
1a gal adminiſtration of it under the old Teſtament, and 
nag the evangelical adminiſtration under the New; I ſhall only 
nee fay, That as the tranſaction betwixt the Father and 
Son from eternity is the fountain, ſo this manifeſtation 
of it in tithe, is the opening of the fountain; and the 
' grace of God is manifeſted in this covenant of grace 
teveral ways, 1/7. In that he freely provides a Saviour 
for loſt ſinners, ſhewing by the goſpel that he hath made 
this proviſion, 2dly, In that he freely offers to ſinners 
a mediator, and lite, and ſalvation in him. 3dly, In 
that he not only calis, and commands them to 
© come to him by faith, as the mean to intereſs them in 
him, and to believe in him for ſalvation ;—But, '4thly, - 
a Promiſes bis holy Spirit to work in them that faith, and 
mall other ſaving graces; And though this, 3 the 


„ 3 


b 3 
other abſolute promiſes of the covenant, ſhall be certain - 


1y accompiiſh=d, and actualiy applied to the ele& only; 


yet in the-excernal diſpenſation of, the goſpel, and ad- 
miniſtration of the covenant, thee y are revealed and ex- 
Hibited in a geperal indefinite way and manner, with 
an univerſal offer and command to all and every one 
that hear this goſpel, to plead them, and lay hold upon 
them; that in this way the hearers of the goſpel may 
be left inexcuſable that embrace it, not; and that the 
ele ct may be gathered in, made to believe, and come 
under the bond of the covenant. 7 | | 

The third remarkable thing imported in the text, is, 
That there is an oneneſs and identity betwixt the cove- 
nant of grace, as made with Chriſt, and as made with 
vs in bim: both are one and the ſame covenant; for 
here the Father is contracting with the Son, I will give 
thee for a covenant of the people; therefore that with 
the Son and with the people belong to one and the ſame 


covenant :. and hence I find our ſtandards make the co- 


venant of redemption and grace to be one and the ſame 
covenant; Chriit and the people are but two ſubjects 
of one and the ſame cyvenaiit ; with reſpect to Chriſt, 
it had its conſtitution ſrom eternity; with reſpe to us, 
it hath its application in time; therefore it is called, 
The grace given us in Chriſt before the world began, 2 
Tim, i. 9. and eternal life, which God that cannot lie, 
promiſed beſure the world began, Tit. i 2, As the firſt 
Adam was our publick federal head, and he and we'in- 


cluded in one and the ſame covenant of works; fo | 


Chriſt, the ſccond Adam, is our publick head, and the 
covenant of grace with him and us is the ſame covenant, 
though he alone is the head, ſurety, and mediator, to 
whom ſome promiſes and precepts are peculiar; howe- 


ver, he being the covenant of the people, all things 


Promiſed un to, or to be performed by the people, are 


ſecured in the contract with Chriit ; all the condition | 


of life io be performed, is found in him; yea, he un- 
dertakes in that covenant, the removal of all obſtructi- 
ons and imp. diments from within, that would, binder 
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their attainment of >. Mi. 2 being given for a 
light to the Gentiles, to take away the inward blind- 
neſs that is found in them; ſo that not only all neceſ- 
ſaries for redemption but alſo all neceſſaries for the pow - 
erful and effectual application of that redemption, are 
firſt promiſed in the covenant to him, and then to us 
in him, upon his fulfilling the condition of perfect obe- 
dience, Is juſtification promiſed? It is firſt to him, 
end then to us in him, 1/2. liii. 11. By his knowledge,” 
cr by the knowledge of him, Hall my righteous ſervant 
juſtiſy many, Is ſanctification and the ſpirit promiſed E. 
It is firſt to him, and then to us in him, ver. iſt of this 
chapter, I will put my ſpirit upon him, and he ſhall 
bring jorth judgment unto the Gentiles: Is glorificati- 
on promiſed ? It is firſt-to him, and then to us in him, 
Rom, viii. 7. If children, then heirs, heirs with God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt: He and the people are all 
in one and the-ſame covenant ; he, as the glorious head, 
ſurety and repreſentative, having all fuineſs in him, 
both of grace and glory, for our uſe and behoof; and 
we, as members of that body whereof he is the head, 
and in a way of union to him by faith; for all the pro- 
miſes, not only ſome, but all the promiſes of God are 
in him, Tea, and in him Amen; twice in him, import- 
ing, That as the covenant of grace, which is the cove- 
nant of promiſes, is made jointly with him and us; ia 
in the conſtitution of the covenant, the promiſes are alk 
made to him, and in the application of it, they are 
ade to us in him; Primarily and immediately they ares 


Hence the fourth thing remarkable imported in the 
text, is, That Chriſt is the centre, in whom all the 
lines of the covenant do meet; and ſo by an uſual 
figure, of the part for the whole, he bears the name of 
the whole covenant, I will give him for a coycnant of 


Jede people. The covenant of grace is ſaid to be not 


only made with him, but he himſelf is the covenant, 


1 2 
And this leads me to the 
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Second thing. To * * Chriſt is the covenant, 
and in what reſpe& he bears that name; And Firſt, 
Chriſt is the covenant of the people, radically and fun- 
Aamentally, being the root, baſis and foundation upon 
which the covenant of grace: ſtands, the alone foundati- 
on. Other foundations can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 11. He is the ſure Corina 
tion that God hath laid in Zion, Jai. xxviii. 16. The 
- covenant of works being built upon ſomething in man, 
it was not ſure work, and ſo the fabrick tumbled down; 
Hut the covenant of grace and mercy is built upon a 
mever-failing foundation, it is ſure work to eternity; 
and therefore ſays God, Mercy ſhall be built up forever ; 
Why, I have made a covenant with my choſen. Chriſt 
Is t e ancient and eternal foundation of the covenant; 

no other foundation is laid in Zion in time, but that 
which was laid in the counſel of peace from eternity. 

God hath promiſed nothing to us in time, but what he 
purpoſed and promiſed in Chriſt from eternity. He 


Bath choſen us in him before the foundation of the 


Work. Eph. i. 4. and promiſed eternal life in him be- 
fore the world began. He is the foundation of all the 
pPleſſings and privileges of the covenant, being made of 
Bod to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification ard 
| redemption. He is the foundation of all the promiſes, 
races and comforts of the covenant, This were a 

arge field, but I go on, 2dly, Chriſt is the covenant 
relatively, in reſpect of the relations he comes under to 


it; we find in ſcripture, that he is called the mediator 


of the coverant, Heb. ix. 15. Why? He brings God 
and man that were at variance, to meet amicably ; by 
| the price of his blood he brings God to us, and by the 
Power of his Spirit he brings us to God, and makes up 
the difference. He is called the.toftator of the covenant, 
Heb. ix. 16, Where a teſtament is, there is the death 
zof the teitator:—he hath ſigned all the articles. of i 
with his blood, and ſo confirmed it, and made it a teſ- 

tament. He is called the meſſenger of the covenant, Mal. 
* I. When God would communicate his mus to us, 
44 ; ic 


* 


| ( 1 

at, it is in Chriſt; when 1 en communicate our mind 
It. Ito God, it is in Chriſt. Whatever meſſage God hath 
to us, or we to him, Chriſt bears it, and makes | 
on if the travel, be the journey never ſo dangerous; for this Y 
U-F is he that came by water and blood, 1 John v. 6. He 2 
care by ſea, by a ſea of water for our ſanctification, for 4 
la- it he waſh us not, we have no part in him; and by a i 
he ſea of blood for our juſtification; for without ſhedding: -- 
m, of blood there is no remiſſion : a dangerous voyage for . 
n; ¶ bearing the meſſage. He is called the witneſs of the 
A covenant, 1/ai lv. 4. Til give him for a witneſs of the 
3 Wpecple; he is the has and faithful witneſs. As he was 
I an eye and ear-witneis to the whole tranſaction of the 
it covenant from eternity; ſo he ſets bis ſeal to the arti- 
t ; cles of it in time, and bears witneſs by his word, by his 
at blood, by his ſpirit. This he does effeQtually, lometimeg 
y. ſin the hearts of his people, when he conquers all their 
he unbelieving doubts and jealouſies of his word,” and ſuſ- 
He Epicions of his love, or of his tather's kindneſs, He i is 
he ealled the ſurety of the covenant, Heb, vii. 22. He 1 

e ehe ſurety both for debt and duty. : ſurety for debt? 
he the law demanded of us a debt of infinite ſuffering, . the 
of Faſt demerit of our ſins, which, if laid upon us, would 
rd Wink us for ever, for the wages of ſin is death; and alſo 
es, fit demanded a debt of perfect obedience, and univerſal 
 alholineſs and righteouſneſs. Now, we are inſolvent debt- 
int ors, drowned in debt, and unable to pay a farthing 3 
to and unleſs there be a ſurety for us, we cannot eſcape 
tor the priſon of hell, and the everlaſting wrath of the m- 
od ipotent God. Behold the ſurety ſteps in, in this hope= 
by eis ſtate we were into, pays the debt to the leaſt far- 
he hing, and puts his name into our bond, was made un- 
up Eder the law, to redeem theſe that were under the law. 
Dt, And then he is ſurety for duty, promiſing to put his 
th ſpirit within us, and cauſe us to walk in his ſtatutes ; 
Wie is ſurety for both ſides of the covenant, ſurety that 


e- ail that God hath ſaid and promiſed ſhall be accomplith- =. 

al. fed, and ſurety that all that we are obliged to do, fhall be £N 

us, None for us; and in us. O ſweet aud gracious covenant & 2 1 
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blfeſſiag of the covenant 1s a bleſſing without him, fo 


i: freely give ui all things, Rem. viii. 32. Ihecovenant 


1 is 


5 
In a word, he is the ſervant of the covenant; B:bold my 
ſervant, &, Wiſt ye not, ſays he, do his parents, that 


were lecking him, that I muſt be about my Father's 


buſineſs ? What buſineſs & What ſervice ? The hardeſt 
ſervice that ever was, even to ſatisſy divine juſtice, to 
fulfil the law, to conquer ſatan, to purchaſe heaven, to 


" Fave an elect world, to endure the contradiction of ſin- 


ners againſt himſelf, in accompliſhing this ſervice, 
He is the performer of the covenant, yea, the perform - 


_ ance itſelf; Chriſt, ſtanding in all theſe relations to the 


cavenant, may well be called the covenant of the people. 
2.4ly, Chriſt is the covenant ſulſtantially, in reſpect of 
1. is being the very matter of che covenant, the principal 
part of it, the principal promiſe ct it. He is the ſubſtance 
f all the promiſes, the firſt thing promiſed ; and what- 


ever is premiſed elſe, is ſor his ſake. He is the promiſed ſeed 


Ipcken ctio Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to Lavid, Gen. 
ili. 15. xxii. 18. Luke i. 32, 33. He is the ſubſtance of all 
the prophecies, Jo him gave all the prophets witneſs, Acts 
x, 43. He is the ſubſtance of all the ſhadows and old teſta- 
ment types: he is the true brazen ſerpent that heals d ſcaſ- 


ed ſouls, the true manna ard bread of life, the true ſacri- 


fice and paſchal lamb. whoſe blood being ſpripkled on 


the door-poſts of the ſoul; ſaves from the deſtreying an- 


el: of all the types he is the antety pe, the ſubſtance: 
in a word, he is the ſubſtance of the whole Bible, anc 
cf all the ſcriptures, Theſe are they that teſtiſy of me. 


a Ir i is an odd text that a goſpel miniſter cannot find Chriſt 
in, fince the whole ſcriptures teſtify of him, as ff ir ſaid 


nothing elſe but Chriſt, Chriſt. Thus he is the cove- 


-  Dant ſubſtantially. Again, 4thly, Chriſt is the covenaut 
' * eminently, in point of eminency, ornament and excel- 
lency: he is the very ornament of the covenant, the 

"excellency and ſweetneſs of it; 


he is the bleſing of all 
the bleſſings cf the covenant, the mercy of all the mer- 
cies, the ſoul of all the privileges of the covenant: né 


all bleflings come v ith bim; Hiwſhall he not with him 
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4 is nothing without! hos e bleſſings of it are nothing 
Without Ebriſt; ie Weetneſs of all the bleſſings 
ft of the covenant, the marrow of all the mercies of the 


covenant, and the fulneſs of all the promiſes of the co- 


"Of venant; they are all empty without Chriſt, for he is 

ON all in all: and therefore, G empty ordinances, without 

|| Chriſt; O empty ſacraments, if Chriſt be not there 3 

| O empty miniſters, if Chriſt be-not with them ; yea, O - 
* empty heaven if Chriſt be not there; empty enjoyments, 4 
N empty comforts without Chriſt. 5th. Chriſt is the co- 4 


f venant'meritoriouſly, and in point of acquiſition and pro- 
"| curement ; he does all chat is neceſſary for the procur- 
ing the blcflings of the covenant : his righteouſneſs is '. 
i the 8 condition of the covenant, the alone conditi- 
ano it, properly ſo called: it is the cauſe, the procur- I 
ing cauſe of all covenant-bleflings. All that is promiſed - 71 
to Chriſt, or to us, is upon the account of his obedience, 
©, 1/ai. liii. 10, 11, fz. By the obedience of one ſhall ma- 

ny be male righteous, not by the obedience of any man 

R for himſelf, Rom. v. 19. He is the procurer of juſtiſi- 

cation, Rom, v. 18, The procurer of remiſſion of ſing | 


Kom. iii 24. The procurer of peace, Jai. liii 5. Lea, 5 
Huf the ſum of it, for he ir our peace ; the procurer of ae- » 
__ ceſs to God, and communion with him; all that are a- ö 


' far off are made nigh only by the blood of Chriſt ;- the 

* procurer of fandiljing grace, Jai. liii 10. 1 Cor. i. 
50. and of eternal ſalvation: his death is the purchaſe” 
of the heavenly inheritance ; and ſo he is the covenant 
meritoriouſly, in procuring all the bleſſings thereof. 
6thly, Chriſt is the covenant eficaciouſly or ei ientliyj : 
as he procures all by the price of his blood, ſo he ap 
plies all by the power of his ſpirit. By this poweefuk. - 
ſpirit of his in the efficiency of his application, by the'” 
means of the law, he diſcovers to men their ſad condiſi- 
on, while under a covenant of works; by the means of 
the goſpel, he diſcovers the excellency of the covenant” 
of grace, and alſo their claim to it, in, and by the in- * 
definite general diſpenſation of the goſpel, and the pro- » 


miſe of che covenant; B that whoever will, may 1 


and put in . a 3 But NY it not a + Chil i. 84 
Bis efficiency, does perſw and enable . poor ſoul 
to take hold of this co e himſelf, as the 
all of the covenant, and that with . particular applica- 
tion to itſelf, for its en gene; and not only-to accept 
dut to truſt to it fon A grace and life, and that upon 
the warrant of God's e e, renour cing ell O7 
- ther ways of hag} and reffing only upon this, 1 
»Tim. i. 15, Ach. xv. 6. Yea, 5 the perſon is brougilt 
within the covenant, Okrift i is the great * of all 
covenant- duties, he perfgtms all our works in us, Jai. 
xxvi. 12. We are to preſent no duty of our own to God 
3 for acceptance, or in order to obtain life and ſalvation 
by it; but to preſent him with Chriſt, he being. the co- 
venant to * form all for us, and in us, which we are 
obliged to. word, he is engaged, as the covenant 
of the . Arg all, and do all, to precure all, and 
10 ſee all made effectual that concerns grace and glory. | 
„ will give him for a covenant of the people, ſays the 
. Ford; I will not enter into covenant, or deal with them 
3 im immediate way, as with the firſt Adam, but I will 
| - take a ſarer courſe, I will give thee for that end; thou 
malt undertake all the matter therein; I will look to 
thee for the performance thereof: man hath. broken co- 
© venant, T will not truſt him again; but thou ſhalt be 
| 5 a ent, the promiſe of life ſhall be made only i in 
. -* thee, and the condition of life thall be * * in 
4 thee,” Thus he f is the covenant, 
1 = 175 74 yt 5 | 5 
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4 Eorenant; and ſo to ſlie w, that he is the covenant, | 
2 "OF the- pet ple. Men and women have a way of exclud- 
5 17 ES 4 vchbraſelycs by unbelief ; bur. Jam ſure my text will | 

*—extlude* none this day that are here from a right to ace, 
| KP Ja Sept of this covenant, unleſs it be the devil his ſelf He,. 
[- 9 / = Indeed.” and all the fallen angels are excluded: and na. 
8 x8 doubt he is come here among us this day, to tempt peo 
. * to * e becauſe * e is excl. Wh, R 
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ed; Hut, here is foundation of faith for all the people 
that hear this goſpet; Chriſt is the covenant of the peo- 


os” wo” 
s 


{cribe- to this cov nt; and go into it by farth, ſhall” 
have the everlaſting benefit ofit, 2ueft. Why fay you, - 
I'm (it may be) none of the people here meant, none of 
the elect, names are in that cvenant and contract, and 
therefore my-ſubſcribing of it may be in vain? Anſau. 
For clearing of this, that Chriſt is the covenant of the 
people, you would kaow and remember, that there are 
two copies of this covenant, or rather, (if we may ſo 
expreſs it) two writs of this charter; the one is an ori- 
ginal, written in heaven, andthe other is an extract writ- 
ten in this Bible, 3/4. T ſay, as to the original, it is 
written in heaven, and hath all the names of cove Church - _ 
inviſible, inrolled in it Heb; xii. 23. They are called 
the church of the fn born that are written in heaven, 
or, as it may be read, inrolled in heaven. In this Writ- 
ing are the names of all the elect, of ali that ever were, 
are, or ſhall be actually taken in within the bond of the # 
covenant ; and theſe are they of whom it is ſaid, T7 
are chaſen in Chriſt before the foundation of the world,, 


c e 22 
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% * . 
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' hath given me, ſpall come to me ; all that were ordained t 
Piernal life, believed: and of them Chriſt ſays, I enn „ 
Y life for my ſheep. This original draught of the c“ 11-2 


burpoſe; and ſecret things belong not to us, but the 4 


ings that are revealed. Therefore, 24. There is an 24 
xtract of this original writ, and this extract, is Written 


; 
A 


: 
. 


Pou have among your hands, and this copy of che c . 


uffered in the goſpel. Now, though this extruct Be a4 
rue copy, anſwering exactly to the original; yet, for 8 
2g all inexculable,. to whom theie: preſents are 
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ple, inſomueh chat whoOſoever of all the people thull ſub- Fi 


renant is ſent open to you all to ſign and ſubſeribe, B 
piving faith's aſſeut, and conſent to the covenatt,.ovr- 11 þ 
1 loling with Chriſt the covenent of the people, as he is 2 
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Eph. i 4. And again; Whom he did predeſtinate, them bse || p 
alſo called, Rem. viii. 30. and again, Atl that the Father rn.  * 


enant is a writ locked up in the cabinet of God's ſecret; >: 'Þ 1} 
1 2 


ia the Bible, whick is the bock of the covenant” this. 4 + ", 
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: | b 
ent, if they do not ſubſcribe, Adee erisg in all 
the elec; this fair extract is directed to all and every 
ene of you, giving you full and ſuffieient warrant to 
f#2n and ſubſcribe for youelves ; for you cannot poſ- 
ſtbly ſee your names in th original, till once you have 
ſignified your conſent by fubſeription, to the copy that 
is among your hands, Which is here let down to the 
earth, to ſee how you pleaſe it this day And if you 
ſign the extract, as it is ſent to you, then you may lay 
claim to the original, and ſee your name there, which 
alone is the privilege of theſe that make the extract their 
own, by ſinging it; for the ſecret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, and he will ſbæu them his covenant ; 
he ſhews them ſometimes their name in the original 
writ of the covenant: It is the ſettled order of heaven, 
that although ſome, who by faith ſubſcribe the extract- 
ed copy, are kept in the dark about their names being 
in the original; yet none ſhall ſee their names there, 
but theſe who ſubſcribe their names here. Queſt But 
for what ſerves my putting my name to the foot of a 
bond, if my name be not in the bond itſelf? Why then 
H xead the direction of the goſpel: covenant, and ſee if 
FP bur name be there, and anſwer to your names; for I 
74.7, hall endeavour to be as practical as 1 go along, as poſ- 
ſble, that 4 may have the leſs to do in the application. 
Poor whoſe behoof chen is he thus the covenant? Why, 
it: is even for the behoof of theſe whoſe names are here ſet 
don; and though they may not here find their parti- 


WY eral names, yea, both their more general, and their more 
fſeeccial names are here. /,. Their more general name 


is, the people, he is the covenant of the people; and 


ber, all linners of mankind, who hear of Chriſt, have 


28:0 2 claim to put in for a ſhare in him; ſeeing the covenant 
t directed to them, whoſoever they be that hear this goſ- 
{pct all ſaving benefits are preached to them by Chriſt 

0 44% 7 Jets, according to the miniſteria! commiſſion, Preach 


| the goſpel to every creature, Mark xvi. 15, and aceord- 
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cular names, John, Fames, Mary, Martha, yet their ge- 


ig. as che apolile hath taught us to execute this em- 
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all iſſton, ſaying, To you is the word of this ſalvation ſents 
ry ARS, xiii. 26. And in this ſenſe the apoſtle ſays, Tit. 


is Gentiles; and I traw this is the name of all that hear 


« 
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ji. 11. The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath 
appeared to all nen; or, as it may be rendred, as you 
ee it in the margin of ſome of your Bibles, The grace 
of God, that brirgeth ſalvation to all men, hath appear- 
ed, Let them ſtraiten the goſpel- offer who will, they 
do it at their, peril; our commiſſion is wide and full, 
inſomuch that this covenant is directed to all to whom 
theſe preſents may come. If this be your general name, 
that you are one of the people, be what you will other- 
wiſe, then ye are concerned to anſwer to your name, 
and put in for a ſhare of the grace of this covenant, by 
ſubſcribing, and ſaying, Amen to it, Why ſay you that 
is a general name indeed; I dare not deny but that is 
my general name; then, man, woman, do not put this 
eovenant away from you. But ſay you. Is there no 
more ſpecial name of the people, whole covenant he is? 
Yea, 24. Their more ſpecial name 's here ſet down in 
black and white; for who the people are, and what 
people in a ſpecial manner is here meant, is cleared in' 
the following words, 4 light to the Gentiles, t9 open 
blind eyes, &c. And here you will find the name 
and ſirname of the people intended; and I believe 
your names and ſirnames that hear me. will be found 
in it. 1// The name is Gentile, 2dly, The ſirname is 
Gentile, dark and blind; Gentile, bound and impriſened,. 
1/7, I ſay, the name of the people whoſe covenant he is, 


me, if there be not Jews here; if I thought there were 
any, I would drop ſome promiſe of Chriit to, and con- 
cerning them, that might draw them to him alſo, if 
the Lord would put forth power with it. However, it 
is to you Gentiles that I am ſpeaking; and O may E 
venture to ſay with Paul this day, To me who am leſr 7 | 

thun the leaſi of all ſaints, is this grace given to preach” 

among you Gentiles the unſearchable riches f Crit! 
This is a part of the my ſtery of Godlinefs, Chriſt preueh - 
ed to the Gentiles, 1 Tim. iii. 16. It was a myſtery to 
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the Jews and primitive CID when Chriſt was firſt 
given by a preached goſpel to the Gentiles, Acts xi. 17, 
18. Why? The Gentiles were called the uncircumciſi- 
on, Eph. ii. 11. being abominable out-caſts, whoſe en- 
tring into the temple was enough to pollute it; but 
now the goſpel declares, God will juſtify the uncircum- 
ciſion by faith. The Gentiles were called 41jons, with- 
out God, without Chriſt, without hope; Aliens from the 
common=wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the covenant of 
promiſe, Eph, ii 12. But now the covenant of promiſe 
is given and exhibited to the people that were Aliens. 
Geatiles were called Dogs, It is not meet io take the 
childrens bread and caſt it td dogs, ſays Chriſt to the 
woman of Canaan, one of tlie poſterity, it ſeems, of 
theſe accurſed nations, that were devoted by that Word, 
Gen, ix. xxv, Curſed be Canaan :, and indeed the Gen- 


. tiles and Canaanites, as they were contemned by the for 
I Fews, and look'd upon as dogs; ſo in compariſin of 
By the houſe of 1/rae!, who were ſo much bleſſed dignified IE 
38 and privileged of old, Chriſt ſeems here to allow it, and: th: 
3 aſſert that they were curſed, that they were dogs: but 
B now the tables are turned, the Gentiles are called; and, Pe 
I in this woman, the Lord gives an jnſtance of what mer- u. 
ey vas in reſerve for theſe dogs; and we Gentiles may pf 
[= | - > the ſame privilege, at leaſt, with that woman of .! 
15 7 1 Canaan, Truth, Lord, yet the dog. cat the crumbs that n 
2 „all from the maſtcr's table. The door of Bethlehem the ul 
bopfe of bread is open, 42s xiv. 27. God bath opened N 
* die door of faith to the Gentiles, even to dogs - the 
1 door ot the covenant is open, and we dare not ſhut the 
f AJ door upon any dog in all this houſe ;. and therefore, as we e 
N "A ule-to ſay, At open doors dogs come in, allow me in this Itſe 
homely compariſon ;. for, as all the Gentiles, fo all the HA 
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* 6s open to all ſianers by this goſpel, you may come to” 
| Chrilt for ſalvation as freely as a dog will come in at an 
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my times come in uncalled, and therefore we beat them 
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+ out again ; but here is both a call to come, and a pro- 
miſe of welcome, Whoſoever will, let him come; and him 
- fat cometh I will in no wiſe caſt out. Well, I ſay the 
. Gentiles are called dogs and if that be a part of your 
t name, man, woman, anſwer te 3 name, and take with 
-vour name, and take the blefling that is offered to you 
by name. If you have no better name than that of a 
dog, come with that ſ:me, and ſet it down at the foot 
of the contract, by ſubſcribing your conſent to have 
Chriſt to be your covenant ; and though it be a baſe 
, Iname, he will not refuſe va take in your ſubſcription, 
In a word, the Centiles are called Heathens, Cal. in. 8. 
The ſcripture foreſeeing that God mould juſtiſ the hea- 
then through faith, preached before the goſpel unto A- 
braham, ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. 
Good news to heathens and pagans, ſuch as we in our 

fore-fathers were; and this is the goſpel indeed, that 
was preached to Abrabark long ago, In thee "hall all 
ations be bleſſed ; in thee, what thee? the ſame thee 
that is in our text, which preacheth the ſame goſpel alſo, 
will give thee for a covenant of the people, even the 
people that are called Gentiles, and Heathens, Uncir- 
umciſion, Aliens, and Dogs. Well, there is the name 
dt the people whoſe covenant he is, they are the Gen- 
of Niles. 2d. The ſirname of the people is Gentiles, dark 
:t (nd blind, Gentiles, bound and impriſoned ; and ſee if 
ebe ſarname be not yours, firs, as well as the name, 
.4 ET here are eſpecially, two firnames here that the people 
te Save. Firſt ſirname is dark and blind; this is imported. x 
he n theſe words, A ligbt ro the Gentiles, to open blind. 
ve er. Well, is this your firname ? Are you darkneſs. 
is Itſelf in the abſtract? Are you in the darkneſs of is 
he Fance, darkneſs of error, in the darkneſs of corraptltn: 
In the darkneſs of confuſion, in the darkneſs of deſerti- 
e- Pn, in the darkneſs of deluſion ? O, here is a brave co- 
to Nenant for you to ſign : it is a covenant of light; for. 
an e that is the covenant of the people, is thelight of the 
a- Pentiles But all the light in the world, Without 7 
Full be uncomfortable; and 3 it is a er 
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of your ſirname, blindneſs, 5 Jan as darkneſs? Area 
ou not only blear'd and ſee ill, but blind and ſee none en 
tall? Are you blind with reſpect to fin, and cannot hy 
ſee it in its power and guilt ? Blind with reſpect to duty, 
and cannot ſee what to do? Blind with reſpe& to God, 
and cannot ſee him in his beauty and excellency ? Blind 
with reſpec to Chriſt, and cannot ſee him in his glory, 
fulneſs and rightcouſneſs ? Blind with reſpe& to ordi- 
nances, aid cannot ſee the power aud glory of God in 
the ſanctuary ? Blind with reſpect to providences, and 
cannot diſcern the ſigns of the times? Blind with re- 
ſpect to your intereſt in Chrit, and cannot fee whether 
that be ſfcured or not? B ind with reſpect to your war- 
om | rant to intermeddie with Chrit and nis Iaſtitutions ? 
| Bind with reſpect to all ſpiritual and eternal things? 
Why, this covenant of the people is deſigned to open 
{ the blind eyes: and if .darkneſs and biindneſs be the 
ſirname of the people for whoſe behoof Chriſt is the co 
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br venant, and if that be your firname alſo, why then, 
1 there is room at the foot of this covenant to ſet down 
q 8 1 your name and ſirname both: this covenant of the peo- 
> Ple, is a covenant of light to the people that are dark, 
aud a covenant of ſight to the people that are blind. 
et all chem that find this to be their ſirname, ſubſcribe 

5 1 to this covenant, and ſay, I am one of the dark people, 


and l come for light; I am one of the blind people, and 
I come cor ſight; there is my name, Lord, let it be re- 
334 Corded among the dark blind people of which Chrilt is 
3 the covenant. Again, the ſecond firname of the people 
S is baund and impriſoned; this is imported in theſe words, 
oo bring out the priſoners from the priſon, and them that 
i Sit-in-darkneſs aut of the priſon houſe. Now, whatever 
7 "priſon you are in, firs, if your ſiruame be a bound pri- 
© - Toner, our text ſpeaks to you, Are you in the priſon of 
. bord-flave aud ſervant unto luis? Are you in 
the -priſon of ſatan, in the devils priion. led captive by at 
Him at his pleaſure? Are you in the priſon of the law, a en 
debtor to do the whole law, and a debtor. to bear the. nl 
Whole curſe of it? Are you in * Priſon of 9 0 
* 0 £ logge 27 
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e Felogges with the thinks of bY world? Are you in 
e the priſon of a black league with death, and covenant 
t with hell? Are you in the priſon of a natural ſlate, as 
„Ja child of 'diſobedience, and a child of wrath? Are you 
| Min the priſon of temptations, either from without, or 
d within, filled with dreadful ſuggeſtions, and blaſphe- 
ous in jections? Are you in the-priſon of affliction, ei- 
her upon ſoul or body, ſtate or family? Are you in 
he priſon of doubrs and fears, and deſpondency, with 
your foul caſt down within you? Are you in the priſon 
of unbelief, concluded under it, ſo as you cannot for 


priſon of wretched careleſneſs, unconcernedreſs, and 
ndifferency, not caring whether you be looſed and de- 
ivered out of priſon or not? Are you in the priſon of 
Atheiſm, and cannot believe a God, a Chriſt, a heaven, 
or hell? Are you in the priſon of death, and in bon- 
Hage through fear of death? Or, are you in the pri- 
on of ſecurity, fearing nothing, but ſleeping in the arms 


\nſwer to your name : Priſoner, in ſuch a priſon-houſe 
bat I have named ? Is the door of the priſon- houſe 


bolted and barred that you cannot win out, and the 
heavy chains and fetters of hell about you, fo as you 


people is a covenant of liberty for the people that ave 


is, Ind ſay, I priſoner, in ſuch a priſon-houſe, I have been 


at long and ſo long in ſuch a dark priſon, and lo I ſet 
own my name, to wit, a b»und priſoner, conſenting t 
e liberate by the So of God, conſenting that he 
ould work the conſerit himſelf, and do all that con- 


erns my liberty: why, man, down with your name 


ſubſcription and was not received: nay, marked at 


4 


; 2 


your life get an act of faith elicite? Are you in the 


pf the devil? What prifofi-houſe are you in, man? 


* 


annot looſe them any more than you can unhinge th 
xletree of the univerſe ? Behold, this covenant of the 
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n priſon. If I have riot named the priſon, or the cham- 
leFer of the priſon- houſe you are in, name it yourſelf, 


lat ſame way; and if you be not Tet at liberty in God's 
wn time and way, you'll be the firſt that ever gave in 
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Aal is my name. He hath ſigned it by a name by whi 


© © ado; in this covenant, but bleſs God chat brought it 


55 in the ſubſcriptions of all the people whole name ar 
2 ſirname I have mentioned; and I hope I have not mils 
50 any one that is here. Thus you ſee who the people ar 


; 3 45 whole good of the covenants, and to the ſeal (Len 
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. and ſirname, 4 Go . ye aller e 4 
Ther ſpirit of the Lord God is upon me, for he hath a th 
oeinted me to preach and proclaim liberty to the captivery , 
- a covenant of the people then is drawn up already, ang... 
igned, dee who hath ſigned it, ver. 8. I am the Lore 


Be is known in heaven and earth, even Jehovah ; 1 a 
Jebevas, I am the Lord, that is my name. O glorjoi 
name ſubſcribing this bond! that is his name; what 
- yours? Why, can you not ſay, I am one of the people th 
Call Gentiles? I am a dark, blind, bound priſoner 

that's niy name and ſirname both, Yea, be your nan 

ms vile and black as hell, yet down with it in capi 
letters; for the infinitely fair name of the firſt ſubſcrit 
er will ſet it off, his name will anſwer for all the defet 

7 and deformities of yours : and if you wait till you bei 

à better condition, and have a better name to ſign wit! 
you'll wait till doom's- day, and periſh by the way 

2 all the money of your terms, conditions, and goc 
* qualifications, which ygp would brin DE as a price in yo! 
Bands, will periſh with you. Nay,” you have nothin; 


Four hand, and ſign it with your heart: Chriſt hath 
"+ daimiſion from his father, and we in his name to tak 


5 whoſe behoof he is the covenant; and that he 
well deſigned the covenant of the people, ſeeing all t. 
people here named, have à right of acceſs to the coy 
Bant, a warrant to ſign and ſubſeribe to it; and all th 
oplo that are ſubſcribers have a right of poſſeſſion 


St, the ſacrament of the ſupper. w 
5 2h. 5 28 
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iſs buſineſs, in theſe . ds, 5 will give thee, Kc. „ 
There you have, 1/7,” The glorious perſon ordainings . 
2d. The glorious perſon ordained, Thee, 3d. The 
racious manner of the ordination, Give, 41h. . The 
Fracious motive and ground, I will give thee, A hort. 
ord to each of theſe. | a | 6 
Firſt, The glorious perſon ordaining Chriſt to this Y 
ork, I will give thee; What 1? I the Lord, I Je- 
ah, I the firſt perſon of the glorious Trinity. God |. of 
ie Father here is the firſt grand party of the covenant; | | 1 
a, here is God che Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, eſ- 9 
ntially conſidered, contracting with the Son, and or- 1 


rr 


. ? 4 
Sining him, .perſonally conſidered, to this work. Now { A 
is glorious perſon ordaining Chriſt to this work, im- 1 
Wes 1. The will of God and of the Father, that i iſ 
© Whriſt, the ſecond perſon, ſhould. come and bear the 1 99 
UShole weight of the covenant : Hence Chriſt tells us, 1 
had commandment from the Father, and that ae 
me to do his will, 70% n vi. 37, 38, 39. God the Fa- „6 
er, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by unanimous counſel, or- 15 5 
"Winced and appointed the Son to come in his own per- ' 1: 
Ia upon the errand. of man's redemption ; and God the 1 9 
chürther being the firſt in ſubſiſtency, and ſo the firſt in 
Peration ad extra, therefore the givisg is primarily a- 1.9 
—Fib:d unto bim. 24, His being the perſon ordaining, 1 7 
ile ports the divine authority of Chriſt's commiſſion, W.- - 
Arat he is given of the Father, and came from the Fa= | 
Ne er, 7ohn xvi. 28. and xvii. 8. where Chriſt commends 4 "of 
Ut faith which believes his divine miſſion, his divine 1 "4 
oination to this mediatory work. 3d. His being or- JA 
ined of God, imports God's confidence in him, as be- 1." 
nig both able for, and faithful to perform the whole þ E - IN 


rk that he gave him so do. He was coutident that 
would be a faithful and righteous ſervant; Ry bit 
ewledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many. This 
beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed. 4th. His 
ag the perſon, ordaining, imports the Father's zea:- 
aas concern for the redemption and ſalvation of men:: 
% loved the world, that he gave bis only begotten” _ 
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vdo, a body haſt tits, given me; Though men and an 
Sels had put theis zhoülders to this work, it would ne 
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14 We Cen z I will give thee: his 


Kain, ſubſcribing this covenant; N-wing that he will * 


it: and hence the ſtrain in which he ſubſcribes, ver. 8. 


commencement, adyancement, or completemeat thereof, 


"noun, Thee, namely, Chriſt the ſecond perſon of the glo- 
rious Trinity, and the other party of the covenant, J 


ed, imports, 1/7. His having cordially aſſented and agreed ty 
to the bargain; God could not have given him, if he 


Jo there is but one will betwixt them; and: his conſent 
, #5 recorded among the decrees. of heaven: in the volume 
WY of thy book it is written of me, Lo, I come. 2d His be- 
4 Ls f | 
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fied, to whom all the prophets gave witneſs, and we arc 


per ſon for this glorious. work. O the glorious excellen 
cn of this perſon here given ! ang. O the glorious ſuf 
_ -- Ctency of this perſon !- I will give thee. I have laid hell 
aßen one that is mighty: This is he that is glorious it 
his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his firengt! 
' mighty to ſave: This is he that comes from Edom, will 


- d 3% <8 s * 


hand is firſt at the bleſt bar. 


do the whole work of the covenant by himſelf, and by f 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and will get the whole glory of t 


is, I am the Lord, that is my name, and my glory will 
not give to another. He will let. none ſhare of any of 4 f 
the glory of it bat himſelf, either in the contrivement, i * 


Secondly, The glorious perſon ordained, in. the pro- 


will give thee : and Chriſt a. the perſon here ordain- 


had not conſented: but as he and his. Father are one, n 


the perſon ordained, imports the inſufficiency of all 
hers for the workjof man's redemption; Him hath Gog 
be Father ſealed ; ſacrifice and. offering thou. wouldſi 


ver have been done; for the redemption of the ſeul i 
precious, and ceaſerh for ever, as to the creature: He 
alone is the Meſſiah, choſen, conſtitute, promiſed, typi- 


not to look for another; inſufficiency is ingraven and 
ſtamp'd upon all others. 34. His being the perſon or: 
dained, imports the alone ſufficiency of this glorious 


dyed garments from Bozrah; who trade the winerpre 
of the Father's wrath along, and of the propa ther e.wa 


in ene with him. 4th. His Lans the perſon ordained of, 
the Father, imports the unparalelled love, both of him 
* that gave, and of him that is given; both of the or- 
ordainer, and ordained : Herein is love, not that "we love ; 
„Ted God, but that he loved us. and. gave bit Sen to lebe 
el propitiation for our fins. 1 Fohn iv. 10. And herein is 
love, that Chriſt ſo cheerfully undertqok this work; He 
„ oiced in the habitable parts of the earth, and his de- 4 
"Bf Jights were with the ſons of men, Prov. viii. 31. Here \ "al 
are both the parties of the covenant, God and Chriſt, - A 
II chat glorious 7, and that gracious Thee; / will give the: 
YE two wonderful covenanters. God foreſeeing from eterni- 
* ty, that mankind would he ruined, by violating the cove- 
hel nant betwixt God and man, ſet on foot a better project, even 
an inviolable covenant betwixt God and Chriſt, two un- 
changeable parties, mutually engaging for the relief and 
recovery of the loſt ſinner; and Chriſt bearing ſuch a 
part of the work, as to get the name of the whole; 1 
give thee for the covenant of the pecplg. 75 
Thirdly, The gracious manner of this ordination, is | 
imported in the word, Give, I will give thee. A man's; © Mi 
gift makes room for him, (ſays Solomon) and gives' him _ .' 
ace among great men, Prov. xviii. 16. Men are eſteem- 
ed and reſpected for the valuableneſs of the gifts and be-. 
nefit's they give, how much more ſhould God's gift make 
room for bim? Chriſt is, God's gift, I' give thee for a: - (AN 
covenant of the people; and this giving of Chriſt impliesr -* |} 
everal things which concern the manner of his ordina-: ' - © ⁶ 
ion, to be a covenant of the people. 1½. In general! 
and negatively, God's giving of Chriſt, does not imply 
hat he was about to alienate his own right to Chriſt: 
from himſelf to us; no, he is ſtiil his only begotten Son. * 5. 
When we give a thing to another, we alienate cur own” 
ight to it, but it is not ſo here; what God gives, we 


„ may have the benefit and uſe of it, but God itill keeps: 
right over us and it. Henee ſays the Apoſtle, 4 1hings, 
e ae yours, for ye are Chriſt's, and-Chrift is God's, But, 


2d. More particularly and poſitively, God's giving}, 
t Chriſt for a covenant of the people, implies 1/. His, 
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eternal deſtination by the 8 for this end, to be the 


ſon to complain of injury done us here, for we haue no- 


venant left us worſe than nothing, for the firſt Adam 


ing able to pay it off. Now, I fay, God's giving him, 


Don, concerning the people whom he deſigned to ſave. 


Sur ſtead, to be our furety, to take our guilt, and pay 
5 our debt, previous to his own conſent; nor any obliga- | 
tion upon God to accept of a ſurety inſtead. of the prin- 

„ > Epal debtor: therefore God's giving of Chriſt, mult ici 


2 5 51 ies ſuretyſhip for loſt ſinners., 24. God's 1 2 of 


. to accompliſh that which was contrived from — 

Ho de called and qualifyed him, you ſce in the pre- 
e ceeding verſe ; he called him in righteouſneſs, and qua- 
In ed him with a ſuperemi 
| 4 vill put my 
Judgment to yrs Gentiles ; accordingly he received the 

Spirit above meaſure, How he fent him, you fee in ma · 


* 8. 4 


N and a reaſonable ſoul, and then he gave him to the 
death in the fulnefſs of time; for it pleaſes the Lord 1d 
veuiſe him: juſtice awakened againſt Bim, Awake, 0 


Eo 2 ee —— 285 in the 


covenant of the people, before ever the people had a 
being: they were not ſo much as conſulted in the mat- 
ter, when the contract was figned in the council of peace 
betwint the Father and the Son; and we have no rea- 


thing to contract on our part: the breach of the firſt co 


Jeft us with a burden of debt, a burden of poverty and 
wants, yea, a burden of Curſes from the fiery law; and 
all that we can do, is to increaſe the debt inſtead of be- 


Includes his eternal deſtination by the Father, for this 
mediatorial work, without our having any hand in it, 
or knowledge of it, or any obligation lying upon God 
ſo to do as he did, in the eternal tranfaction with his 


There was no obligation lying upon Chrik, to come in 


F* '2tranſaQion, herein the Son reer to be the 
nant, to be the mediator, to take our guilt upon 
And the Father conſented to ſend him, and accept 


implies his actual qualifying, and ſe 


nent unction of the Holy wy 
Spirit upon him, and he ſhall bring fart 


ny places of ſeripture; be gave him a body, a true body, 
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wine · pneſs of divine vengeance, and bruiſed there; he 
was not only bruiſed in his name, being called a madi 
man, and a devil; not only bruiſed in his eſtate, yhile 
the foxes had holes, and the birds of the air neſts, but 
the Son of man had not where to lay his head; neither 
was he bruiſed in his body only, while they pierced his. 
hands and his feet; but bruiſed: in his ſoul, till it wag 
exceeding forrowful even unto death, and tili the agoy , + 
nies of his ſoul preſſad the blood out of his body, even 
great drops. of blood: no wonder, for he was plunged” _ 
in the ocean of God's wrath, and ſuffered. all the Tak 
that was due to ſin; fin being imputed to him as 4 con, 
venant of the people, juſtice did not ſpare him, Ram., 
vii 32. He. ſhared not his own Son, but gave him to the; 
death for us all. 3d, God's giving of Chriſt, implies, 
that the manner of his oi dination for this work, was e- 
very way free and gratuitous; What freer than a gift ?; 
God gives Chriit for a covenant of the people, without 
regard to any motive, merit, or moyen of the people 3 
yea, and in oppoſition thereto. This gift is free in aps + 
poſition to merit, either of condignity or congruity. * 
| we be for merit of our own, we mult be for hell, fon 
that is all that we merit; if wretchedneſs, milery, and. 
a maſs of confuſion and enmity be accounted merit, them 
we may lay claim to it, but not other wiſe. This gift is 
free, in oppoſition to conkraint, force, or neceſſity; G 
had nothing from without to conſtrain him to conjrive; 
the redemption of men, or to give Chriſt for that end 
though all man kind ſhould have been for ever drowaed- 
in the flood of his wrath, God had remained as he was, a 
happy as ever; no force was upon him to contrive a re- 
medy for man. This gift is ſree, in oppoſition to debt; 
God owed us nothing but wrath ;: but we owe: many 
millions of talents to his infinite juſtice, In a word, it 
1s free, in oppoſition to all motives from without Gd 
himſelf. There was nothing about us, to move him to 
pity us, ten thouſand things to move him to deſtroy us. 
Upon what copditios in vs, could Gog be moved to give 


bis Cheig 10. h, (eving ous beſt condition, heſore he give. 


a him. 
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Nimm in poſſeſſion to us, is a 1 of fin and miſery, 
\ death and thraldom? But then again, 4th. God's giv- 
ing of Chriit for a covenant of the people, his giving 
him thus, I ſay, implies a right and title that the peo- 

ple have to receive him: God's giving Chriſt, is the 
foundation of ovr title to receive him; faith, which is 


the actual acceptance of the gift is the means of putting 
us in poſſeſſion; but it would be the height of preſump- 
tion, thus to take and receive, if there were no giving, 
 » Fobniii 27. No man receiveth any thing, except it be 
* © - given bim from heaven. As this receiving then ſuppoſes 
& giving of Chriſt prior to the receiving; ſo this giving 
of Chriſt for a covenant of the people, implies, the peo- 
ple's right and title, and warrant to receive him. There 
is a two-fold giving of Chriſt. if}, A giving of Chriſt 
in point of actual poſſeſſion; and thus he is given to the 
elect ſoul in the day of believing; and this giving is the 
foundation of his title to all things in and through him; 
for, How will he not with him freely give us all things ? 
Nom. viii. 32, And till a man hath an intereſt in Chriſt 
thus. he hath no ſaving right to any thing; no right to 
A communion table; nay, no covenant right to the food 
of his common-table.. 2d/y, There is a giving of 
Chriſt in point of exhibition, and goſpel-offer ; and thus 
baue is given to the whole viſible church, in the diſpenſa- 
tion of the word; and this giving is the foundation of 
Dur title to receive Chriſt, and of our claim of right to 
take this gift ont of the hand of the giver. A right of 
pPoſſeſſion none have, tijl they believe, and take the gift 
that is offered; but à right of acceſs, and warrant to 
believe, all have, whether they believe or not, and whe- 
ther they take this gift out of God's hand or not, That 
Chriſt is. God's gift to a whole viſible church, in this: 
Fenſe, is a great privilege, whatever the world think or 
Fay about it; and it is a part of my errand this day, to 
tell yon of it: if it be choaking doctrine to any, and 
will not godown, we cannot help it; it is bible doctrine, 
and goſpel- doctrine, and therefore we muſtpreach it in 
His. name, who commands us to preach ue goſpel to e- 


19 PN nf e>s oa . — 93 2 * 


— * = = * 
* - [0 . 
* * } 5 , * = * of 2 * 
4 * PK 5 3 K 2 
p ww. 2, j 9 © % I. 8 | 1 


. 


. P We. LEES Ss 
* 2 r 'E. LY . 4 22 A * a — — 


— 
5 


"4 \ 
- 3 »% 2 
—_— 
Fy 
a 


* 
or 
#$: 
"bs. 


__ 4, 


ut 
* R 
er e e. 
- Ih n k — 
Foo 4 ws. 


* 
* 1 
* n 
. . * » F 


* — 
— 
>. * 
— —_— > <4 
4 : of 


. _ 


TIT I 
- WM 


N 25 — 2 — 
63» ro 
- s 4 6 = 
? A 
— bo 
* . Bol os 
N 0 = R 


, ⅛ oéL ce. ee W RA IDS 


. 


. 3 | : 
very Creature. But, I an u ond be welcome doe- 
trine to all that hear me, that Chriſt is given to all the 
people in this houſe, in the ſame manner that the Mane 
8 na was given to all the people of old. John vi. 32. where 
cChriſt, ſpeaking to all the promifcuons multitude, and 


1 making a comparifon betwixt himſelf and the Manna: 

that fell about the tents of 7/rac/ in the wilderneſs. ſays, 
8 My Father gjveth you the true bread from heaven ; where | 
the revelation, and offer of Chriſt is declared to be 42 
2 giving of him, before ever received, or believed on. 
g It is ſuch a gift, and grant, as warrants a man to he- 


8 a periſhing world, God ſo loved the world, that he gaue 
his only begotten Son, that whoſnever believeth on him 
t might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. As the bra- 
ſen ſerpent was given for a common good to the whole 


lieve, and receive the gift; for this end is he given ta 


3 


4 camp of 1/rae!, that whoſoever in all the camp, being 
1 || ſtung by the fiery ſerpents, looked thereto, might not: 
9 


die, but live; even ſo is Chriſt given as a common: goed: 
& | to poor ſtung ſinners, that looking to him, they may be- 


of all people, that 7 us a child is born, to us a Son is give, 


us. en, whoſe name is called Wonnerxrul, This giving im, ; 
| a general, and definite manner, to all, in the goſpel»: * 
offer, may be, and is, for the moſt part, where there is: 


no receiving: but there can be no receiving of Chriſt 


woman, in the former ſenſe, whether you take him or not; 
as he ſaid to the eus, He came to his own, and his aun 
received him not. But faitli's improvement of this giſt 
and grant, among your hands, would make him your 


we have the manner of his ordination, to be the cove- 


for ſalvation, where there is not this giving; for a man 

ean receive nothing, except it be given. This giving, then, 
implies a right and title, and warrant to receive; he- 
is ſo given to you. that all that pleaſe the bargain, have 
warrant to take poſſeſſion. He is your own already, man, 


own, in a peculiar ſenſe, by actual poſſeſſion. Thus, 


ſaved. Chriſt is given to all, in the diſpenfation: of this 
goſpel. And O, it ſnould be glad tidings of great joy to- 


nant of the people; it is even by a free and gracious do- 
„tion. The next thing here was, Faurthlyg.: 
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- Fourthly, The gracious * ground and reaſon 
of this divine ordination, which is juſt the divine will, 
I will give. This Verb, muſt neceſſarily be borrowed 


from the former clauſe, I bi hold thine hand, and 


give thee for a covenant of the people. I will give, O 
overeign reaſon! No gift in the world ſo free as Chriſt ; 
when men beſtow gifts upon one another, there is ſome 
impulſive cauſe that excites them to it, drawn from 
their relation to, or intereſt in one anotherz drawn from 
ſervices and favours received, or expected from each o- 
ther: but no ſuch impulfive' cauſe here; we have no re- 


lation to God, but as his enemies; we can do him no 


ſervice, but fin againſt him therefore can merit nothing 
from him, but his curſe. His reaſon of doing, then, 
muſt be his own ſovereign will. Men may rack their 


wit, and diſpute about the reaſon of God's actings : but 


there would be more calm reafoning in the world a- 
bout goſpel truths, if all our reaſoning did ſtrike ſail to 


the ſovereignty of free grace, and ſtoop to that; he 
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Will, becauſe he will; E will give thee. I think this av//, 


imports, 1/7. A conſent and agreement: the counſel of 
. concluded, parties are both agreed; I will. 2d. 


rt: complacency, and ſatisfaction, God is well pleaſed 


Will che ranſom, and ranſomer, This is my beloved Son, 


in om I am well ager 86% I take pleaſure in giving 


2 


it imports authority: the ſupreme authority of the e- 
ternal Godnead, three in one, is interpoſed in this mat; 
ter, for ordaining Chriſt to this work; I will. And, 
Ally. I think it imports an expreſs command, 7 will 
give thee; and of this command Chriſt ſpeaks, when he 
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him to be a covenant of the people; I will. 3d. I think 


ſays, This commandment have I received of my Father, 
to lay down my life for my ſheep: and when he ſays, Lo 
come to do thy will ; by the which will, we are ſanc- 


tified, through the offering of the body of Feſus Chriſi once 
Far all, Heb. x. 10. In a word, it imports, That the 
ſovereign will of Jenovan is the reaſon of all. And 


this way lead us to, and-thall-make e 
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With this device of his own infinite wiſdom, well pleaſed 
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muſt be abſolutely free and unconditional ; 


legal terms and conditions, they incroach upon the war- 
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 Fi/th Thing propoſed, namely, the Reaſons of the 
Doctrine. Why is Chriſt given for a Covenant of the 
people? And here, I might ſhew, 1. Why he is giv- 
en, 2. Why given for a covenant. 3. Why given for 
2a covenant of the people, of the Gentiles. | | 

1/4. Why is he given, or exhibit by way of gift? Why, 
the\grand. reaſon is told already, even his ſovereign will, 
Chriſt, the great ordinance of God for man's recovery, 
is diſpenſed freely by a gratuitous gift, that ſalvation 
may be by grace, and that free grace may get the whole 

lory of it, from the foundation to the copeſtone, with | 
ſhoutings of grace, grace to it. The giving of Chriſt f 
to all, in the goſpel offer, is from ſovereign Brace, and + 
or what in 10 
all the world is the condition of the offer? If men be | 
in a ſinful condition, in a miſerable condition, in a loſt » 
condition, that is all the condition and qualification, 
that I know, neceſſary for making an offer of Chriſt as 
a ſaviour to them, If any clog the goſpel- offer with 


rant miniſters have, to offer Chriſt to all, and the wa- 
rant that all have to receive him; yea, they incroach. - - 4/1 
upon. ſovereign grace, which hath made this grant aid 


offer of Chriſt, not to devils, but to men in the moſt 9 44 


extenſive Terms: to you, O men, do & call, 


„ 


2 
s 


voice is to the ſons of men. Again, the giving of:C ww 


to ſome, in actual poſſeſſion, is from ſovereign grace 
alſo; for tho' none can be poſſeſs d of Chriſt, and his 
benefits, till by faith they receive him; yet this faith 
to receive, is given, as well as the gift received by it, 


pant, Bur, 


* 


2 2dly, Why is Chriſt given 95 a covenant? I offer 
you only one g eat reaſon of it; he is given for a coves 
nant, that God might have more glory out of the co- 
venant of works, by the ſecond Adam's fulfilling of it, 
than he loſt by the firſt Adam's breach and violation of 
it. The law of eternal life and death was irreyerſibly 

ſtated only by the covenant of works; and tho? we be 

changed, yet the cover ant of works is vnchangeable: , 
and as, by virtue of the ſtability of it, all the Chriſtlefs 
world are condemned, curfed, and die eternaly; ſo, by 
vertue of its being perſectly fuifilled by Chriſt, in whom 

only it is eltablithed, all that are in him, are freed from 
condemnation, and live eternally. What is the co- 

venant of grace? I may ſay, it is Chriſt's fulfilling, 

. Fix us, the covenant of works, We were debtors to 
the mandatory, and minatory part of the law, arraign- 
ed at the inſtance of divine juſtice, to pay the debt; 
Chriſt ſubſtitute himſelf in our room, came under the 

law, to pay the whole debt due thereunto; and now, 

- God gets more glory, by his doing ſo, than he loſt by 
Hur fin, Herein he glorified his ſovereign "Majeſty, 
whoſe authority was ſo. hainouſly violated by ſuch abafe 
;creature as man is, in that he received him Hat intò his 
faygur, without a becoming reparation, Made to his 

 S6h$our, by the intervention of a perfect obedience, and 

Full ſatisfaction. Herein he gloriffed his inflaite wiſdom, 

An finding out a means to reconcile juſties nd mercy; to 

| puniſh the fin, and yet to pardon the unner; to take 

vengeance on fin, to the very uttermioſt, and yet to mag- 

nify his mercy, while the lunge juſtified, accepted 

and ſaved, without his awrf fiffering. This is that, 

Wie manifold wiſdoni of Cid; ' Herein he glorified his 

free love, goodneſs, and pity, in ſubjecting his life to 

ſuch a death, and his glory to fach a thame, and all to 

Purchaſe ſuch vile and worthlefs creatures as we are, 
und to redeem us from eternal wo and miſery: as alſo, if 

bis almighty power is here glorifred, in Topporting the 
SS _hiwmane nature of Chriſt under the yaſt-lbad of divine 
WO re, and law curſes, Herein be fler b boite 
48 3 5 „„ „„ be 2 . 


. : . 2 — 6637 5 3 ; | 
and faithfülteſs, in fulfilling, not only the promiſe of 
the law, as a covenant of works, even the promiſe of 
eternal life, made to perfect obedience; which, tho' we 


t, forfeited in our own perſcns, yet we recover in Chriſt; 
che condition of life in the covenant of works being per- 


ect obedience per ſonal, and the condition of life here 
e being perfect obedience imputed: and ſo the promiſe of 
: life, upon the ground of a perfe@ obedience, fulfilled 
fs to us in him: but alſo divine faithfulneſs is glorified, in 
y fulfilling all che threatnings of the law, while we, who 
n came under the ſentence of death in the firſt Adam, un- 
n dergo that death in the ſecond Adam. In a word, 
- herein he glor'fies his juſtice, and'righteouſneſs, in the 
7, remiſſion of fins, thro? the propitiation of Chriſt Rom. 
o in. 25. 'Whom God hath ſet forth to be the propitiation, 
1- Bl rhroagh faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
3 er thoiremiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the for- 
bearance of Cod. Herein is vindictive jultice diſplayed, 
in its greateſt ſeverity, in Chriſt's being the ſacrifice and 
propitiation: and here is retributive juſtice illuſtriouſly 
del ked, in the ſinner's being rewarded, juſtified, fas 


ved,” upon the blood and ſacrifice, the obedience ald 
righiteouſveſs of Chriſt; yea, all the perfeQions of f. _ 
gat God thine gloriouſly in the face of Chriſt, as ia 4 
beautiful and bright conſtellation, 2 Cor, iv. 6. Hk 
for this reaſon he gave him for a covenant; 34/y, Why x 
is he given for a ec venant of the people of the Gentiles ? - NY 
Why! not only to ſhow his juſt diſpleaſure at the un- 
belief of the Fews?' as we ſee, Ac. xiii. 46, 47.  Rowts +3 
xi. 11, 19. 20. But alſo to ſhew his ſovereignty, that 
he will have mercy on whom die will have mercy; and 
to ſhew his truth, in fulfilling the ancient propbecr 
concerning the calling oh ee It is long ſince f 
God promiſed by Noah; ſaying, God fhall enlarge Ja- 
phet, and be ſhall dwell in tbe Texts of Shem. Cen ix. 
27. Now; r Fapbet came to the Gentiles. Gen x. 5. 
And of Sen catie the Jews. By the poſterity of Fa« _ | 
phet were the Iſles of the Gentiles divided. The Ifles 
e eee ee e 
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8 01 
© Þably this Iſle of f Ka the reſt) fo that as J 
Fe. s dwelling in the Tents of Shem is a clear predidi 
on of the converſion of the Centiles, and their ſucceed 
Ing to the Fer, in their Church: privileges; ſo this di 
rects us to underſtand the promiſe in the context, 7 
Jes ſhall wait for his Law. He is given for a cove 
nant of the people, a light of the 3 In a wore 
He is given for a covenant of the people, to ſhow tt 
extent and all-ſufticiency of his grace, and the intrin 
fick value of his blood. Suppoſe a princk were ſitting 
up a ſanctuary, or city of refuge, the privileges where 
of are not reſtricted to any fort of men, but extended 8 
all, Gentiles, as well as Fews; would not this declare 
that the privileges of the place are full and ample, ſo; 
whatſoever comes to this ſanctuary, might be ſafe 
Here alſo, in like manner, the ſufficiency of the mer; 
of Chriſt, and the fulneſs of his righteouſneſs is declar 
ed, inſomnch that none can, with any ſhadow of rea 
. Ki exclude themſelves, be what they will, P7oplc 
Gentiles, Dark, Blind, Impriſoned; ſeeing all Gentile 
who are called Dogs, Aliens, Heathens, Uncircumgj 
4d, are included; and ſeeing the Motto, written up 
the out · ſide of the door of ihe ſanctuary, is, Whoſvev 
will, let him come; all comers are welcome, and re 
Fuſcrs left inexcuſable. 
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The Axt thing propoſed, was the application of th 
whole. This doctr ine would admit ot a vaſt improve 
ment, which we muſt coufine to at narrow bounds : 
peſſibl.—and v we may improve it. 

x, Por Information, If it be fo; that Chriſt by dif 
vine crdination, is thus the covenant of the people; i 
the glaſs of this doctrine, we Clearly 1 ſee Pay n 
"goſpel truths. And. 

1 Hence we may ſee in what WAY. it i that the ruj 
ve brovght upon ourſelves, by the breach and and vic 
lation of the cbyenant d works, is reparables / we havqug 
Fang ourſelyes into, alt entable Rs i ö = = 
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„d ve are irr ably 180 580 as to all that we 
ciSan do for our on help. O 1/rael, thou haſt deſtreyed thy= 
g. Who can repair that ruin? There is a glorious - 
ze, that ſays, In me is thy he/p, Hoſ xiii 9. Who that 
e is, is explained in our text, even a God in Chriſt, 
he glorious I and thee; I will give thee for a covenant. 
the people, There is no help, no juſtification for them 
ow by a covenant of works; but I'll give thee, for a 


inſprenant to them; which, though it be all works to | 
idee, yet it ſhall be all grace to them, The world is - 
uſy caſting the law of works into this and the other i 


andiome ſhape, and pleaſing themſelves with a fancy, x 


Wat in this way of works, they may have righteouſacis f 
o nd life, to the diſparagement of the way of 2 to t 
feſße deſtruction of their own ſouls, and to the diſhonour - | 


Chriſt,” who alone is the covenant of the people. 5 
2. Hence we ſee the greatneſs of that love of God, 
vards poor ſinners, in giving ſuch a great and glori- 
$ perſon as Chriſt, and that for ſuch a great and glo- 
dus end, ag to be a covenant of the people; God ſo lov- 
tie wan 4, to give bis only begotten Son, &c. 
Apriſt came mak to be a covenant of the people, without 
mmiſſion, call} and ordination from his Father. He 
d authority from the Father to do all that he did a= 
t the covenant; I will give thee for a covenants 
t not our notions of God be ſo groſs as to think thay ' 
dd the Father is of an implacable nature, full of ſeve= _."_ 
and that the Son only is of a pleaſant meek na- 
e, full of levity. towards finners. Nay, God the Fa- 
r was the firſt, in order of nature, that made the motion 
nt man's redemption; Chriſt was appointed, autho- 


fed, and given of him: behold, che love of God ham 
pe to its utmoſt height, in giving Chriſt, for he can- 


give a greater gift; Ahe love of Chriſt alſo hat! 
e to its utmoſt, in conſenting hereto, and, giviag + 
eff, and all this to ba no lels than a comple:t co 
ang af the people. Becauſe the people can do no- 
Ps. therefore he leaves them nothing to do of them 


hes PH give thee ſor-a cayenant, 
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3. Hence we may ſee a teſt of the true religion All 
ſchemes, that center not in Chriſty" are to be rejected; 
and all ſchemes of the covenant, that make not Chriſt 
to be the All of it, are to be renounced: if I can find 
nothing in the covenant: but Chriſt, ſurely I find e- 
nough, and I find all that my text makes of it; and if 
the world make it a new ſcheme, at their peril be it. 
But this I ſay, that every ſcheme, that leads to Se/f, 
and takes off from Chriſt, is a falſe and ruinous ſcheme; 
Fea, every doctrine, that advances any ching to be a ri - 
val with him, and mingles our filthy rags with his ex- 
cellent robes, The ſecond {dam came not to piece up, 
and amend old Adan's coat, as ſome expreſs it, but to 
give us a wholly new garment of his own making, aud 
dyed with his own blood: Fll give thee for a covenant, 
Our chief buſineſs, as miniſters of the goſpel; is. tc 
trumpet forth the tranſcendent exceileacy of Chriſt, an 
to deſire to know nothing but Chriſt, and him crueifi- 
ed, and as the All of the covenant, for making peop!: 
both happy and holy, 
. 4», Hence we may ſee the believer's freedom from th 
law as a covenant of works: He is not under the law af 
but under grace; having cloſed with Chriit, Chriſt i is 
Now all the covenant that heiis under. He is freed: boi Ji: 
from the Do and the Die, the command and the threaiſ th 
ning of the covenant of works; they are made void (Yen 
him through Chriſt; for he is not under it, either to H ho 
juſtified or condemned; he is not under its command bu 
be juſtified for his obedience, non under its threatniobyu 
and ſanction to be, condemned. for his diſobedience, Mbu 
t. is a covenant; for, There is no condemnation to the 
that are in Chrift, It is true, as the law is a rule of 
bedience, he remains under it, as much and more- th; 
ever, and ftands obliged thereby to ſtudy perfection 
and his diſobedience may bring upon him rods and. ripe 
and all the terrible effects of God's fatherly diſpleaſu | 
upon ſoul and body; but as it is. a rule of aecepranc 
a. condition of life, or a covenant of works, he hath n- 


_ "thing to do with it, nothing to expect from it, nothi 0 
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mo fear by it: he b och g , do with it, any more 
1: & than a wife hath to do with a dead huſband, Rem 7. 
iſt . Te are dead to the lau, by the body of Chriſt, that je. 
nd might be married te another, even to him that is raiſed 
e- {rom the dead, tbat ye might bring forth fruit unto Cod. 
ik He is not to bring forth fruit any more to the dead huſ- 
it. band, the law, but to Chriſt the living huſband, He 
if, bath nothing to expect from it, no life, no righteouſ= 
ne rieſs, no happineſs, no holineſs by his own legal obedi :- 
ri- ence, but only by Chriſt, a better covenant; and he : 
ex- hath nothing to fear by it, no hell, no death, no dam- 
nation, no condemnation, no liableneſs ther eto. 
Aud hence, 5. We fee what place the bel iever's o- 
dience hath in the covenant of grace: his obedience 
hath no place here, in point of cauſality, or proper fe- 
deral conditionality; for this were to turn it into the 
fame place it had in the covenant of works; where tho! 
if: there was no merit of condignity (I know, few will dare 
to ſay ſo) yet there was a merit by pation; that is to 
ſay, there was a promiſe of life made to works and obe- 
A dience, do and live: but in the covenant of grace, we 
aſſert, againſt all popiſh doctrine whatſoever, that there 
is no ſuch reward of work, obedience, or perſonal ho- 
lineſs, upon compact and promiſe; becauſe the tenor of 
this covenant runs upon the condition of Chriſt's obedi-' 
ence and righteouſneſs, apprehended by faith. Goſpel— 
holineſs is of manifold neceſſity in the new covenanty - 
but the promiſe of life is not here made to the work, ; 
but to the worker; and to the worker, not for his work, J 
but for the merit of Chriſt: as for inſtance, Be thou _ 
aithful to the death, and I will give thee the crown of © 
life; the promiſe is not made ko fidelity, bur to the 
I faichful perſon, whoſe fidelity is a ſign that he is in 
Chriſt, in whom all the promiſes are Tea and Amen. If 
ipeſ the law had now the promiſe of life to our obedience, : 
Ve ſhould not have life and ſalvation any other way bur 
by the law, and by the works thereof, Gal. iii. 2i. IF 
n#here had been a law given that could have given lite, 
hi verihy rigbteouſneſs /hould have been by the law; theres Þþ} 
ME 2 3 . e 


Haly out of the hand of a mediator; and yet is not with. 
out law to God, when he is under the law to Chriſt. 


_ 1 is not to view it in the fiſt coyeaaut forma in the hand 


| "IP our obedience Ns 5 an or ebdhs65, but 


a neceſſary effect of the covenant, and qualification of 
all that are within the covenant, yea, all whom this 
eovenant takes hold of; it makes them holy: and there- 
fore, without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God, becauſe 


without holineſs no man hath this effective evidence of 


His being within this holy covenant. 

6. Hence we may fee, what are the motives that now 
ſhould influence the behever in his obedience. If Chriſt 
be the All of the covenant, and that he is loofed from 
All his former relation to the covenant of works, he is 
not to obey either from a legal hope of heaven, or fla- 
viſh fear of hell: not from a legal hope of heaven, for 
the covenant ſecures the purchaſe of that by Chriſt's 


perfect obedience; nor from a laviſh fear of hell, for 


the covenant hath ſecured freedom from that by Chriſt's 


complete ſatisfaction: the principal mative is the love 
_ of Chriſt conſtraining, the love of a God in Chriſt, who 


is given ſor a covenant of the people. God deals not 


with believers now according to the covenant of works, 


neither ought they to deal with him as if they were un- 


der it: they ought to mourn for fin, to repent, to con- 

feſs, to beg pardon, but not in a legal u ay, as if they 
had to do with a wrathful judge, but as having to do 
- With a merciful Father in Chriſt: 
bedience to the law, not out of a ſervile Fear of hell and 
Wrath, but out of a child - like love and willing mind; 


they are to yield o- 


fo far as the believer acts otherwiſe, ſo far he is under a 
ſpirit of bandage: neither ought the beitever to act from 
a end and fear of his being diſinherited; ſo far as he 
does ſo, it is not an act of faith, but of undelief; for he 
eannot view this covenant, and yet ſee himſelf ef: at an 
uncertainty. There is no liableneſs to a forfeiture o 


its privy; , Chriſt is the covenant of the people. 


- 5 Hence By if-Chriſt be the covenant of the p-ople 


by God's orgication, why the belie ver is to take the law 
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eth all the /ulne/s of the god head bodily, and beli vers 


the law commands all, and the goſpel promiſes all, It 


- 


of arr abfolute Gody 8 * in Chriſt, and as it is cat”: 
into a new'covenant form: and the original authority | 
of the law is not hereby diſſolved, nor obligation to o- "2 
bedience diminiſhed, but rather ſtrengthned and ſweet- 
ned, in regard that this authority does now run only in 
this - ſweet and bleſſed channel, by the father's ordi- 
nation; yea, the ereator's authority and ſovereignty is 
in Chriſt, and the whole fulneſs of the godhead; and 
by the voice of God the Father from the excellent glo- 
Ty, ſaying, This is my beloved Son in whom 4 am well 
pleaſed, hear ye him. We are ſo much obliged, by the 
Father's-appointment, to obey him, and take i e law. 
only out of his hand, that, if we do it not, we cor dem 
the authority of the Father, and-run croſs'to this di- 
vine ordination. | | 
8. Hence ſee, if.Chriſt be the All of the covenant, 
then believers have all things in Chrift, Chriſt being 
the covenant of the people, this covenant is all his al- 
vation, and all his defire : all his ſalvation is here; and 
well may the believer ſay in the exerciſe of faith, in Chriſt 

I have all things ar once, neither need I any thing more 
that is neceſſary to ſalvation; this covenant is allmy 
dalvation., He may ſay, in the point of juſtification, 
Chritt is my righteouſneſs, my treaſure, my work, my. 
covenant, my all, yea, my all in all, for in him dwell- 


are compleat in him, who of God is made to them wiſe - 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſandtification, and redemption, ' + 
9. Hence we may ſee, if Chriſt be given for a coves : 
nant of the people, that the goſpel, flrictly and proper» 
ly taken, is a bundle of good news, glad tidings, and 
gracious promiſes; our text is a ſum of the goſpel, aud 
it is a free promiſe, /-will give thee for a covenant of © 
the people: there is no precept or command here; the 
law is properly a word of precept, but not the goſpel; - 


were a'diſparagement to the divine law, as if it were 


not perfect and exceeding broad, if there were any duty 
care called unto not enjoiaed therein; Why are there 


22 7 


fo commands in the 8 4 Tome? we are ready, 
firs, to confound the diſpenſation of the "goſpel; with 
the goſpel itſe'f; and this makes much wrangling on 
this head, The goſpel, largely taken for the diſpenſa- 
tion thereof. hath the whole law in it, ſubſervient there- 
unto; but ſtrictly taken, it is a quite other thing than 
the law of commandments; Faith and repentance may 
be called goſpel-commands, if you-ſpeak of the diſpen- 
ſition of the goſpel; but if you ſpeak of the goſpel it- 
ſelf, they,come in under another confideration. We are 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt duties and graces; faith and re- 
pentance, as they are duties, are commanded in the law; 
but as they are graces, they are promiſed in the goſpel, 
We are to diſtinguiſh betwixt a new — duty, 
and a new preſented object; the goſpel preſents a new 
object of faith, a God in Chriſt; but the ſame law that 
was from the beginning, obliges us to believe whatever 
new revelation God makes: if we underſtand it ſafely, 
then we may ſay, the law obliges us to believe the goſ- 
pel; and therefore he that believeth not the goſpel, is 
condemned already by the law, John iii. 18. and his 
condemnation ſhall be more aggravated, than if this 
new object of faith had never been preſented, or if this 
new light had never come into the world, v. 19. 
10. Hence, if Chriſt be given as the covenant of the 
people, then we may ſee the nature of faith, and its ap- 
propriating quality. When God ſays, I will give thee 
as a covenant of the people, faith ſays ſomething by way 
of anſwer, correſponding. with the revelation and teſti- 
mony of Ged: God ſays, I give; faith ſays, I take; 
God ſays, I give him for a covenant ; faith ſays, I take 
+ him for a covenant ; God ſays, 1 give him for a cove- 
* nant of the people; faith ſays, I am one ot the people, 
J take him for my covenant, my own covenant, mv, own 
all; it is the people's covenant in the g-neral®f-r, but 
my covenant in the particular application of fai h; 
Faith breaks the ſhell and eats the kernal. The general 
diſpenſation of the goſpel ſays, He is given for a cove- 
Haut of the people; che particular application of —— 
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give him; faith ſays, I take him as a gift, a free gift x 
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1 
meet Hs is given for: a covenant to me; God ſays, 1 


God-ſays, I give him, it is I that give him; flith ſays, 
Lord, I take him as 7h gift. as God's gift; God ſays, 
Iwill give him, it is my will ro do it; faith ſays, Thy 
will be done, even ſo I,take him accoritig to thy will, 
amen; ſo be it; and all the people ſhouid ſay amen, and 
every one for himſelf ſhould ſay amen, to God's offer, 
and receive and reſt upon him alone for ſalva ion, as he 
is offered; and in ſo doing, believe, that through the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt they thall be ſaved, Ads 
EIS. 47 0 pk. | 

11. Hence, if Chriſt be thus given for a covenant of 
the people, ſee the ground of faith that all the hearers 


| of:the goſpel have: why? the offer is univerſal to all 


that hear the goſpel, I give him for a covenant of the 
people; Let'iArminigns maintain at their peril, their 
univerſal redemption ; but we muſt maintain at our pe- 
Til, the univerſal offer: neceſſity is laid upon us, and 
wo to us; if we preach not this goſpel to every creature. 
Chriſt is ſo far given to all the people that hear the goſ-' 
„that it is warrantable for them to receive the gift; 
It is no preſumption for them to take what God gives; 
they: ſhall not: be. guilty of intromiſſion in ſo doing; 
nay, they ſhall be guilty, they: ſhall be damned, if they 
believe not, and take not God's gift. It is true, repro- 
bates will exclude themſelves, but this goſpel - offer does 
not exclude them; they have as fair a revealed warrant: 
ta believe, as the elect have. We cannot ſay, you are 
an elect man, you are an elect woman, therefore believe; 
we have no ſuch commiſſion: nay, God, by this goſpel, 
caſts the covenant in among all the people, ſaying, 
Whoſoever will, let him take; whoſoever pleaſes, let 
him take, and in taking, he ſhall have a proof of his- 
being an elect: as it is {aid of the Jews, To them belong 
the covenant and the promiſes ; ſo ſay I to you Gentiles, 
the covenant belongs to you, the promiſe is to you and 
to your children; you have a right and warrant to take 
all, and this right was ſealed to you in baptiſn, and is 
255 : | proclaimed 
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Þroclaimed to you in this Ku © and you thaſl bẽ ine x: 
cuſable if you improve it not; you will have none to 
blame for your damnation but b urſelves, aud your own | 
enmi'y and ill-will; Tou will: not come to me that you. 
might have life, I would have gathered you, and you 
would not, „ Tr 5 oe 
12. Hence we may ſee the certainty of the converſion. 
of the elect; whoſe converſion in particular is God's 
great end and deſign in exhibiting Chriſt as the cove- 
nant to the people in general. It is with a defign to 
give Chriſt to them in poſſeſſion, that he gives him to 
a viſible church in the goſpel-offer. It is for the elect's 
fake that the reprobates have an offer of Chriſt ; and if tl 
once all the ele& were gathered, the ſound of this ſilver fe 
trumpet of the goſpel ſhall be heard no more. The diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel is the mean which he fanctifies fe 
aud bleſſes to that end, for workiag and begetting of | © 
faith in all the ete&, whoſe names, as I ſaid before, are 
all recorded in the original draught of the covenant, 
which is indeed a ſealed writ, that we have nothing to 
do with till once we have ſubſeribed the open Copy that 
i: here before us all, However, this work is not left 
arbitrary to the will of men, otherwiſe none would ever, 
be willing; for ail are enemies, and the power of enmi- 
ty is inſuperable by men: therefore our text promiſes, 
not only the means, the general donation of Chrilt in 

the indefinite offer, bur 4010 the power, the effectual ap- 
plication of covenant- grace, to the convefſion of all 
whom Chriſt did undertake for. Why ? The covenan 
here exhibited, is propoſed as a covenant of light, light 
= to the Gentiles, to remove ſpiritual darkneſs; a cove- 

W 7 | nant of ſight, to open blind eyes, and ſo to remove ſpiri- 
_ tal blindneſs; and a covenant of liberty, to remove ſpi- 
ritual bondage to fia aud fatan; all which denotes ef- 
fectual vocation, which is a being brought from dark- 
nes to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God. 

1 hence we fee how effectual vocation and ſaving: 
. faith followed upon this very goſpel · diſpenſation, Act 
i. 47, 48. So chat an effedtual application of covenant» 

r * % grace 
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grace is here prom 40 Chad, in behalf of all that 
were given to Him: it is abſolutely promiſed, that He 
ſhall fee his ſeed, and ſee the travel of his foul, The e- 
lection ſhall obtain, and all that the father hath given 
him, ſhall come to him; and yet we ſee that the accom- 
pliſhment hereof, is by ways and means of his appoint- 
* ment, in the general invitation ard call of the goſpel. 
God; by his will of precept revealed, commands all, 
wherever the goſpel comes, to believe; and he mocks 
none, for all Gor do believe, ſhall certainly be ſaved : 
and though none haye power to make the mean. effec 
tual, yet the utmoſt attendance to the general call of 
the goſpel, is of the utmoſt concernment to your ſouls 
for eternity; for who knows that he is not of that nume 
ber whom Chriſt covenanted for, and will make it ef- 
fectual unto? But ſo vaſt and comprehenſive is this docs 
trine, that | might begin anew, to give a bundle of more 
inferences therefrom. | 1 | 
1. Hence we may ſee the miſerable circumſtances of 
all unbelievers, that hear this goſpel, and yet refuſe 
God's gift of Chriſt as a covenant: they continue under 
a covenant of works, both in its commanding and con- 
demning powef, That they are under its condemning 


power, is evident; for, fays Chriſt, He that believeth' 


not, is condemned already : and that they are under its 
commanding power, is evident alſo; for, ſays the Apoſ- 
tle, They are debtors to do the whole lau, Gal. v. 3. 

n Adam's covenant, they remain under obligation to 
duties and puniſhment, as long as they are not intereſt- 
d in the new covenant. Though by the goſpel they 
are obliged to ſeek a title to life, through Chriſt's obe- 
lience, and freedom from wrath, through his ſatisfacti- 
dn; yet, while this covenant is ſlighted, they remain o- 
liged, in their own perſons, to yield perfect obedience, 
pon pain of damnation; if they be not under the com- 
nand with the promiſe, Do and live, they are under 


They are in a miſerable ſtate; for the leaſt failure, in 


bedience to the command, brings them under the whole 


8 a curſes 


he command with the threatning, Do and be damned. 
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while they will not have a better covenant. 
2. Hence we may ſee the folly of all that prefer any 
ruinipg covenant to this coveriant which God gives for 
our relief. The covenant of wogks is now a ruining co- 
venant yet many prefer this covggant to Chrilt, the co- 
ven ant of the people They prefer their doing to Chriſt's 
doing, while they cannot believe they ſhall have 'accep- 
_ tance with God upon Chriſt's deing and 'obedience ; 
and yet they will hope, that if they do their beſt, then 
God will accept of them, O proud devil, that thus 
makes the dung of thy duties of more arcount than the 
perfect obedience of the Son of God ! The covenant 
with hell is alſo a ruining covenant, and yet the world © 
prefers this alſo to this giorious covenant,” while they 
are in league with their luſts, and prefer their baſe 1- 
dols to the Son of God, &c, „ | C 
3 Hence we may ſee the difference betwixt the lav 
and the goſpel, the covenant of works and the covenant 
of grace, The law promiſes nothing but upon our do 
ing; the goſpel promiſes nothing but upon Chriſt's do 
ing; he is the covenant of the people The covenant 
of works promiſes life, if we obey in onr/own perſons 
the covenant of grace promiſes life, if we obey in ou 
ſurety. The condition of the covenant of works, ant 
the covenant of grace both is perfect obedience ; bu 
here lies the difference, the condition of the covenant « 
works is perfect obedience perſonal; the condition « 
the covenant of grace is perfect obedience imputed, an 
conveyed to us by a faith of God's operation. Let bot 
law and goſpel are ſweetly ſubſervient, the one to tl 
other, and work to one another's hand, while the lay 
declares what obedience God requires, and the goipi 
provides that obedience, and points out Chriſt as the a 
of it; ſo that faich does not make void the law, but ei 
tabliſhes it, and makes it honourable, &c. Chriſt ha 
fulfilled the condition of the covenant to the Father 
_ © *contentment; The Lord is well. pleaſed for his right 
,  Joujneſs ſake, for he hath magnifigdghe lau, and made 
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4 Hebes we may . a eng betwixt God's co 
venant cf grace, and our covenaur of duties. Our cove» 
| nant of duties is either private and perſonal, or publick 
: and national. If by perſonal covenanting, be either 
meant believing at firſt, and Jaying hold on God's cove- 
\. | nant, or the believer's en gaging, through graca, to ſerve 
„che Lord, in all the duties of religion; it is indeed the 
duty and hogour of every perſon to be thus engaged. 
5. Publick and national covenanting is alſo the duty and 
en honour of a land; it was the glory of Scotland, that 
us we were ſolemnly in covenant, whercin our Forefathers 
hel for tbemſclvcs and their poitzrity, engaged, and ſwore 
ned againſt popery, prelacy, ſuperitition, and every thing 
1g contrary to the v ord of God, and to the doctrine, diſci- 
7 pline, worſhip, and government ct the retormed church 
I. Jef Scotland; and that as we ſnould anſwer to J-ſus 
EChrift in the. great day, and under the pai of God's 
* everlaſting wrath, and of infamy, and loſs of all honour 
and reipect in this world; and, O may not our hearts 
blecd, to thick on our defection from old covenanted 
principles, and violation of engagements; yea, of the 
burning and burial of our covenants, and many Grave- 
ſtones laid upon the ſepu'chre; allo the pr:vaiency of 
Jabjurcd pupery in the jand, without being duly lament- 
ed; and the open introduction of abjured preiacy. and 
Engliſh 4 ceremonies and jervice, in many places 
ff the land, without being daiy teſtified againk ; but 
he zeal of many running in another contrary channel: 
Is it any wonder, chen, that the iufamy, and e of ho- 
pour aud reſpect in this word, mentioned in that cove- 
lanc, hath come upon us, wiile our honour as 4 nati- 
dn, and glory as à church, is ſunk into the horrible pit, 
and filthy mire of ipfamy, bondage, ſlavery, a d con- 
empe? However, coveuant obligation to duty is what 
We [til ſtand under; though many be aſhamed of, aud 
ctuſe to own theſe obligations, yet it is the g.ory; of 
gur land, however it be now defaced And therefore let 
is even in our approaches to a communion-table, ga 
Yorward, lamentiog our ſiuful defection from the coves - 
| Wt KY EN 18 E. — nanted 
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'manted reformation, acknowledging * 
nant- obligation; and hopiug that the Lord will, in due 


emn cove - is 


time, revive a covenanted work, and pour out a ſpirit 
of retormation. But let us withal remember, there is 3 
vaſt difference betwixt God's covenant and our covenant 
berwixt his promiſe and our promiſe : we may brezk 
and change a thouſand times, but the covenant of grace 
is unchangeable, and ſtands faſt in Chriſt. Many pour fa 
chriſtians miſtake matters ſadly, by confonnding theiſ C 
covenant and engagement to duty, with God's coveſ al 
nant of grace, I hey covenant to ſerve the Lord, an a 
the next day they break it; O! ſays the man, the co fe 
venant of grace is broken : groſs ignorance ! the coveſ 0 
nant of grace is a quite other thing: therefore, FG 
5. Hence we may infer, if Chriſt be given for a co 
venant ef the people, the tranſcendent excellency of thigh tb 
above all other covenants, whether of legal works, off 
goſpel-duties. For here the Father is promiſing to thꝗ el 
Son, that he ſhould be a covenant of (he people; an} Te 
Jo it imports all the excellent qualities ard properties I. 
that can be in a covenant. 1. If Chriſt be given of Gin 
' -4or a covenant of the people, then it is a divine covenai on 
à covenant of God's making, and not of ours; it waf We 
made when we knew nothing about it; it was mad]]y 
hen we-were nothing, yea, when we were foreſcen th 
be a company of loft aud undone finners : God 'made ly 
with his don, aud eftabliſhed all the articles, promiſe bu 
and bleſſiugs of it, before the foundation of the wor to 
was laid; yea, it is God that makes the elect ful, i WI 
day of power, to take vp the extract of it, to read it, e 
-Jove it, to ſign it. Again, 2. If Corift be given fer ſay 
Covenant of the people, then it is a free covenant; altq; ſul 
-gether free, abſoiute and unconditional to us, Lt is the 
* covenant given of God. I will give thee for a covehang ed 
Our legal hearts are ſtill for giving fomethiog o o 
| ndr giving him this, aud the other ſerv ce, i hof an 
= _ <otpicili. gyard pacitying him, and doing ſo and fo, ifB. 
wier o acceptance with him. Nay, but tays God, ve tel 
eg ne 15. Vain, untcls I give. you, your « givin iP 
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is not the way of 2 3 1 give, and you ſhalf 
J take. The legaliſt is ay for giving, but the believer is 
ric ay for taking; you muſt know that here you have no- 
is I thing to give, but to take, There is an order indeed 
ant] obſcrved in the covenant, and in God's giving: There 
eall is a condition of connection betwixt one bleſſing and an- 
tac other; firſt, the ſpirit of faith is given, and hen bx, 
od faith the man takes other bleſſings, and receives of 
heil Chriſt's fulneſs, grace for grace. Here God gives all. 
pve and faith takes all. All that is required is given; and 
and all that is given, is given freely. Faith itſelf does but 

col receive a right; it does not give one: it acts in a way 
bye of taking what God gives; it takes the covenant that 
I Cod gives, it takes the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which 
col is the meritorious condition of the covenant, and ſo is 
thil the means of our be ing accounted righteous, Not a pro- 
, off Miſe of life, or of the eternal reward, can the believer lay | 
th claim to, but in Chriſt ; for all the promiſes are in him 
Tea, and in him men; in him, in him, twice over, as 
F ſaid already: Why? we cannot claim any one promiſe 
in our own name, upon performing any goſpel- condi: i- 
on, though by the helps of grace; for then, though it 
were never ſo ſmall, it were ef debt to us: but our oa- 
ly claim is in him, that is, in the right of our elder bro- 
ther Jeſus Chriſt; and thus it is of debt to him, but on- 
ly of grace to us: and thus, God is not a debtor to us, 
but to himſelf, to his own goodneſs and faithfulneſs, and 

to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. If either faith or obedience were 

a proper condition, then there were a ſuſpending the 
acts of God, upon ſonie actiogs of the creature; Which 
lays an eminent divine, (Dr. Owen), cannot be, without 
lubjeQing eternity to time, the firſt cauſe to the ſecond, 
the"creator to the creature. 3. Again, If Chriſt be the 
covenant ef the people, then it is a full covenant, having 
al things in it; it hath grace and glory in it, happits- 
and holineſs in it, peace and pardon, yea, Chriſt, Who 
all in all, is in it; for he is the all of it, Who can? 
youſ tell me of a grece, or gracious quality, that does not 
Ypring-out of this covenant, and the promiſes of it? Th.” + 


; 


43 


takes in all the promiſes 3 Chriſt, and to us. Some 

promiſes are conſtitutive of the covenant, as. theſe be- 

twixt the Father and the Son, concerning a ſeed; and 

here, Chriſt hath ſome peculiar promiſes appropriate to 

him, which are not afforded to us in the fame manner 

and degree: others are executive, or referring to the 

-mxecution, and application of it, as, Heb. x 11. 12, 

Some are principal, and concern the end, eternal life; 

others leis principal, and concern the means, whether | | 

internal, as the ſpirit and faith, or external, as ordinan- || - 

ces, all is compriſed in the covenant 4. Again, If Chriſt | 

be the covenant, then it is a ſure covenant, Tre /ure mer- 

cies of David. This foundation of God ſtands ſure: . 

this covenant is ſecured by the cath of God to his eter- , 

nal Son, Once have I jworn by my holineſs, that [ will Þ ,, 

not lie unto David. He hath ſwora that the bargain 1 

ſhall ſtand, inſomuch that if all the devils in hell ſhould 4 

attack the weakeſt believer in Chriſt, or that ever , 

looked towards a covenant Chriſt, they cannot ruin j 

him, it is impoſſible ; for the covenant, in which he is 

wrapt up, is eſtabliſhed, drawn up, and cone.uded be- p 

| , Ewixt two unchangeable perſons, in preſence of that i { 

* | _ conſenting, unchangeable witneſs, the Holy Ghoſt, one I v 

Goa, as of one and the ſame will, eſſentially with the ,, 

BY Father and the Son; The Lord hath ſworn, and will u 

not repent, Thou art a prieſt forever. The parties of , 

the covenant of grace are not God and man, but Godſ p 
and Chriſt; and the believer is no otherways a party, 

but in Chriſt: and here is a bottom of ever laſting con- ¶ 5. 

ſolation, that Chriſt and he, are within one and the ſame ti 

covenant; and it ſtands as ſure to them, as it ſtands 6 

Faſt in him, In a word, If Chriſt be the covenant, then th 

it is a glorious covenant, a holy covenant, an everlaſtin g th 

covenant ; but I omit a great deal of particulars, thatY of 
L might here mention. GI wy 

„ 6. Hence we may infer, what is the marrow of the 

goſpel · feaſſ in the ſacrament of the ſupper; it is even 


ke of God, to be the covenant of the people; 
rin 


7 e ſacrament, Chriſt and the benefits of the rew 
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covenant, 3 Tue and applied to beliey- 
ers. To take the ſacrament, is nothing but a mock, if 
people do not in it, ſacramentally, really, and believing- 
ly take Chriſt as the covenant of the people: yea, the 
ſacrament of the ſapper is the ſeal of the covenaat, con- 
firming to the believer all the promiſes thereof; This is 
the new teſtament in my 5lood. The covenant is ſure e- 
nough in itſelf; but the believer is never too ſare of it, 
while be hath unbelief in him: and therefore, God hath 
cond:ſcend2d to give us all that we could require of the 
moſt faithleſs and diſhoneſt man upon the face of the 
earth, that we may believe him; not only his word and 
writ, and oath, but his ſeal too; and al! hath enough 
to do to confirm the believer's faith; yea, nothing will 
confirm and ſtrengthen his faith, but the ſame Almigh- 
ty power of God which wrought it at firſt, even the 
power whereby he raiſed Chrift from the dead. Yet, in 
theſe. means, he uſes to convey his power for that end, 
and thereſore the believer is to uſe them: I ſay, the be- 
| lever, becauſe none, who by ur belief, refuſe the cove- 
Rant, are to meddle v 7h the ſeal thereof, to profane it; 
yea, they that uſe the ſeal, and refuſe the covenant, they 
ſeal their own condemnation: for, being under the co- 
venant of works, they ſeal no other covenant, than that. 
which they are under; and ſo they ſeal themſelves up 
under the bondage and curſe of the covenant of works, 
which is the heavy curſe of the great God. But now, 
paſſing all other uſes, I come to cloſe with a word. + 
II. For Exhortation If God hath given Chriſt ta 
be the covenant of the people, then the native Exhorta- 
tion is, 1. That all zhe people take the covenant that 
God is here givingthem, And, 2. That all who Lake 1 
this covenant, take the ſeal thereof in the ſacrament of 
the ſupper. But at the time, I confine myſelf to the firſt 
of theſe, The 1/7, Exhorraiton is to all the people that 
hear me, that ſeeing God makes offer of his Chriſt to 
you, .and gives him as a covenant of the people, yau- 
would take his gift off his hand. I am come to make 
au offer of Chriſt, as the all of the covenant, to 30 in 
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his nam who is the „ and in his Father's name, 
who gives him for a covenant of the people. If you go 
to à communion- table, and take the ſeal of the covenant, 
defore you take the covenant it{clf, you'll but mock God, 
and ſet a ſeal to a blank; yea, yow'il ſeal your covenant 
with hell, and trample under foot the blood of the cver- 
laſting covenant. And therefore, I call you all before- 
hand, to come and take the covenant. I knew not how 
| the call will be entertained; many will flight it, but 
yet we muſt make the offer in God's name, who bids us 
preach the goſpel to every creature. I know that you 
cannot, and will not embrace the offer, without divine 
almighty power be extended; but he uſes to make the 
| 1 the channel of his power to win ſouls to 
imſe lf I know, moreover, that as you're unworthy of- 
uch an offer, and I moft unworthy to make ſuch an 
offer; ſo you would mind, it is not me you have to do f 
with, but the great and eternal God, that is offering his. is 
Son to you for a covenant this day: and as it ſets ſuch d 


2 glorious God to make ſuch a g Wrious offer; ſo it ſets a 


no vile ſinner here to refuſe the offer. and chooſe or Nit 
reſuſe you muſt, there is no middle; either you muſt re- a 
cCeive, or reje& Chriſt this day, for he is offered univer- ic 
fally to all the people here for a covenant. I know fur- 
ther, that it is one of: the hardeſt things in the world, |} th 


= Tor men to perſwade themſelves, that God is in earneſt I hi 


In offering Chriſt to them; and giving Chriſt to them {| w 
un particular: and yet, becauſe this is the very poreh, I tei 
and avenue of faith, O plead that God would deliver de 


Fou from ſuch blaſphemous thoughts as tend to give the I th 


E lie to the God of truth, who ſwears by kis-life, that he 
Bath no pleaſure in your death. Men ſhall find to their: 
Caſt, chat he called them in earneſt to believe, when he 
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ribie hell eternally. 
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though he ſhould be a flumbiing block to many. over 


which they fall, and break their necks ; for the cove- 
nant, will draw ſome to it powerfully and {weetly, to 
raiſe a divine building on a divine teſtimony, I offer 
then, a whole covenant, a Whole Chriſt to you, in his 
Father's name, who gives him for a covenant; will not 
you take when God gives? It is true, God is not ſpeak» 
1 immediately to you in this text, but to Chriſt, ſay- 
, I will give thee for a covenant of the people; but 


t i ſo much the better for you, ſeeing it is an your be- 


half that God who cannot- lie, the eternal God, is 
ſpeaking to his eternal Son in your favours. There is: 
the ſurer ground, and the ſtronger argument for your: 
faith, that you may ſay, Lord, I rake hee at thy werd, 
and it is not thy word to me only; if it were directed 
immediately to me at the firſt hand, L am ſuch a black 
filthy monſter. of bell, that I durſt not credit it; but ĩt 
is thy word to the far, fair Immanuel, who is thy heart g 
darling and delight, in whom thou art well Pleaſed; 
and I think thy word to him muſt be a ſure word, ang 
it is thy word to him concerning me: Whatever [ be 
am ſure thou wilt not go back of thy word to him; and 
fo, I take thee at thy word, and upon thy faithful word 
to him, who is the true and. faithful witneſs, I agree to 
that contract, and put in my Dame, conſenting to hayg 
him for a covenant to me. O ſure work, if that be the 
way of it! as ſure as N is faithful and true to his e- 
ternally beloved 8on. Well, man, woman, Jaſs, lads, 
do you find in your hearts, thus to take the covenant ia 
the bulk? Need I ſay any more for motives ? Conſider, 
1. What for a ſtate you're in, while you're out of 
this covenant;.. you're under a covenant of works, and 
ſo under the wrath and vengeance of God, under the 
bondage and curſe of the Jaw; yea, you're in covenant. 
with hell and death by that contract; you have no 
thing to expect, but a terrible death ſhortly, and AIRY... 


2. Conſider, that this covenant is the laſt barg 
NT ever Cod will make * you, or for you. 
covenzüg 
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ecvenant of works is broken, and*you're damned for e- 
ver, if you be not under another, for that, bargain is \ 
blown up. This new covenant is a plank after ſhip- 


wreck; tho*-it was contrived and tranſacted before the 1 
firſt was broken, yea, from eternity, yet it is a new bar- 8 
gain propoſed to vs after the old is gone; and if you 
refuſe this, there is not another covenant to ſave you: || * 
There remains no more ſacrifice for fin, but a certain || © 
Fear ful lo5king for of judgment, and fiery wrath, that * 
ſhall conſume the adverſaries, : bg 
3. Conſider, that this covenant is a bargain made v 
ready to ycur hand!: it is not a covenant of your mak- 
ing; it was made before the world was made, and ff * 
drown up in the counſel] of peace: and the all of it pres by 
ſented to jou is Chriſt, who is the great ordinance, in- : 
fli ution and appointment of the father, for your relief 
and recovery from ſin and miſery; for Vim hath God the ”" 
father ſea.ed, ſealed and authorized him to be the bread th 
of life to periſhing ſculs, - ſealed and given him for a co- 't 


venant of the people. Gad hath ſealed and made rea- 


dy a-covenant to you; and all that is required of you, wn 
is only, that you will not diſcredit God, and make him 1 
a liar, but through grace ſet to your ſeal that God is ©* 
true, receiving his teſtimony concerning his ſon, _ 1 
4 Conſider, that you have a good claim and right 1 


to this covenant, or a warrant to accept of it: you 
have a warrant, by the call and command of God, to 17“ 
believe; This is his commandment, that ye believe in the 
name of his ſon: you have a warrant ſealed to you al- 
ready by your baptiſmal ſacrament, it was a ſealed right 1h 


| to believe in Chriſt, and to take him for a covenant; and Ne 

: you're obliged thereby to rake hold of this covenant ; | * 
_ and if you will not ſet your hand to-it this day, you 1 
= practically rencunce your baptiſm, and the devil hath a 90 
*. ſtrong grip of you. You have a warrant from the ge- 5 
D }: Herat indefinite promiſe and publication of this covenant 2 
8 1 id you; The promiſe is to you and to your children, and a 


A is gu ts the word of this ſalval ion ſent. Dll give him 
Vera covenant of the people, alight to the Gentiles," 80 


- 


yl 
» 


Fi 
+ 
4 » 
i a» — 
f 4 
. | _ - o 
- 
* * *. 3 , 1 - 
| 77 2 * N in % 4 N 
4 = * * ” N 7 . 
* ac an bo 
# _ - N ; 
„ * . » 
4 


what che wor ſe are ydu, that vou, who can do kinds 


. ; (47 ) | 
that it is publiſhed and directed to you, Man; to you, 
Woman; you have a good claim to take it for your own. 
It is a covenant for you, for every foul of you within 
25 four corners of this houſe; even you that are think- 


„O it is not me that 15 meant: Yes, it is you, A | 


25 with unbelief, and let your heart ſay, this is a co- 
venant for me: that is a believing with application; 
and wherefore am I ſent here, but td tell you that this 
covenant is for you? 208" re welcome to 1t, whoſoever 
will, 

5. Confider upon what terms you may have this co- 
venant; On what terms? The condition of the cove- 


nant is already fulfilled; Chriſt hath brought in ever - 


laſting righteouſneſs, and God bath accepted it, ang is 
well pleaſed with it, and on this account promiſes all 


other things freely; not a farthing have you to pay for 


this covenant, it is God's gift, I give these ſor 4 couæ: 


nant, There are but two words neceſſary ta make up - 
this whole buſineſs; the one is a word from God, ſayr 
ing, 1 giv? him for a covenant ; the other word is from 
The 
firſt word is faid already, I give; and if you want faith 


you, ſaying, I take him for a covenant to me. 


to ſay, I tale, this the covenant hath in the boſom of 
it: The ſpirit to work taith is promiſed in it: for he 


that ſays, I gave him for à covenant, ſays allo, I Hu 


put my ſpirit upon him, and he {hall bring forth judg- 
ment to the Gentiles: Yea, with the ſame breath that 
he is given for a c:venant, he is given. for a light te o- 
pen blind eyes, and for liberty to open priſon- doors. 
Now, faith to take is covenanted, and this whole cove» 
nant, and all ſalvation in it, is laid to your hand: all 
is given, when the covenant is given, Why, ſir, I 
think you leave me nothing ado at all. 
as you can do, and that is juſt nothing, If you can be- 
lieve by your own power, then I'll take back my waſg 5 7 
but that | know you cannot do: and I give-you as: 5 
ado as my text allows, which offers all, whe. it” 

Chriſt tor a covenant. to you. But will you tell me; 


Yes, as much 
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I (53 ) 
get nothing ado; and that he, who can do all things, 
get ail the work and all the praiſe? Are you not pleaſ- 


ed with theſe terms, to have all freely, without money, 
and without price ? | | I 


6. Conſider, that the moſt part of the world rejects (| 


this covenant, and defpiſcs this free gift of God The 
legal unbelieving heart will not have Chriſt at that ea- 
fy rate; the deviliſh proud ſpirit of man is not ſer ſor 
taking a covenant from God, but for making a covenant 
with him, for as ill as they are at keeping covenants : 
they cannot believe that God will give all for nothing ; 
and therefore they will not take, without making ſome 
bargain of there own; yea, they thick, that this way 
of taking Chriſt for all, is an enemy to holineſs: and, 
becauſe they thus contemn and reproach this holy co- 
venant of free grace, which only can furniſh them with 
holineſs, therefore God hath blafted all their holineſs, 
inſomuch that there was never leſs holineſs, nor mere 
wickedneis in a chriſtian world, I ſay, the moſt part 
of the world reject Chriſt the gifted covenant, ' few in 
the world will have him, few in Scatland will have him. 
And, I: it not to vou, all ye that paſs By; Do you 
think it a cal arts to ſee the world -crucifying the 
Lord of glory, & and, interpretatively, renewing the 
bloody tragedy again, that was acted at Feruſalem real- 
ly? And will ye have a hand in the murder alſo? Tue 
more they be that reject bim, the more ſhould ye re- 
ceive him He hath long been ſet before you in a preach - 
ed goſpel, and you have long refuſed him, and you 
- know not but this may be the laſt commnnion- offer that 
ever you'll get of him; To day if je will hear his voice, 
harden not your heart. _ 55 
7. Conſider, that you cannot pleaſe God, nor glori- 
fy him ſo much any way, as by taking this gifted cove» 
nant out of his hand, As Abraham ſtaggered not at the 
promiſe through unbelief, but was ſtrong in the faith 


3 =» gipwg glory to God; ſo to take this covenant of promiſe 
the way to {give glory to God, You'll pleaſe bim 
er than cver your ſins diſpleaſcd him, yea, it is im- 


„ 


poſſidie 


7 y 

* . 1 9 . 
WE. 
_ ” * * 9 
= — * * * 


ä .4 A 
3 


pc fſible to pleaſe him ahy other way; for without ſaith 
it is impoſible to pleaſe God Hut in this way you'll 
pleaſe him, and content his heart; yea, vou'll give more 
ſatisfaction to his juſtice for all your fins, than your e- 

verlaſting damnation would do; for this is a covenant 
with him by ſacrifice, a ſacrifice of a fweet ſmelling Sa- 
vour, giving infinite ſatisfaction; for he that is given 
for a covenant, is given for a ſacrifice, by which God 
is pleaſed, and glorifi:d to the higheſt, 

8. To name no more, conſider, That this covenant - 
can anſwer all objections; and the very propoſal of it in 
the text is ſuch, us may obviate all, on whatever ground 
vou ſtate them. 'i give thee for a covenant of the per- 
le, a ligbt of the Gentiles, to open blind eyer, and to 
- | bring out priſoners out of theig priſan hmſe, There is 
| | no room, no place for any objection here; for the tenor 
„Jof the covenant anſwers ail difficulties, Whatever be the 
2 | priſon-houſe you're in, this covenant not only knocks at 
t | the priſon-door,” but breaks open the door, and comes 
1 | in, ſaying, There is my hand of power to help you out, 
» | will jou take my help? O iſrael, thou haſte aer 
u thy ſelſ, but in me is thy help, Will you have it? Let 
ce || your heart ſay, Lord, it is welcome, Arp you in the 
e priſon cf the loweſt hell, that ever any was in upon 
-N earth? This covenant comes ſo low as to lift you up, 
e | if you do not reject the couaſel of God agaialt yourſelves, 
Would you with to be free of all that deadneſs, hardnets, 
1-f blindneſs, {fiupicity and enmi.y, which you reckon make 
u you unfit and uyprepared for coming to Chritt, aud tak- 
atF iog this covenanc? Why, this covenant is adapted for 
e, (curing theſe plagues; and when you-take this covenant, 

you take it as a cure for all fe diſeaſes, which never 
i- can be cured till you take this remmedy; for to cure yours 
e- ſelves, aud then come to this covznant, is impoſſible; 
but to come to this covenant, and get the cure of all 


thmaladics that affect you, is God's initituted means OF 


iſeſalvation. Would you.wiſh to be free of that teraptatih 
imſon, that you are no elect? Accept of this bleſſed batt 
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n- Zam, ald your election is ſure, Who dare ſay that you * 0 
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are a reprobate, poor dee een date, will you ch 
ſpeak as if you had bęen upon the privy council of hea- fa. 
ven from all eternity? Will yon rather beguile thedevil, Þ 
by ſaying, Whatever be, chis covenant conſtitutes my fu 
duty, and therefore Il venture upon the covenant, at 
7 the call of God? But, if I be] not an elect, I will not 
get grace to venture, or grace to believe. What mean 
you, man, by grace to believe? Is not grace to believe 
conveyed by fiich a call as this? And therefore, if you 
ſlight this call, you flight the grace that would make 4. 
. you believe; ard therefore, O let not the devil m. ke a 
fool of you. Would you wiſh to be free of that temp- 
tation, that you have Huned ibe ſin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that there is nd mercy for you? Why, if you 
imbrace this offer this day, you may be ſure you was 
never guilty, nor ever {hkall. Tell me the clauſe of the 70 
text that ſecludes au from meddling with this coveranit; ſe ” 
and why will you debar yourſelves? What is the caſe i 
that this covenant cannot anſwer? Are there any here i 
that have falle and fickle hearis, that break all bonds? E 
O here is a ſuttable covenant for you, If you cannot 8. 
keep the covenant, the covenant wul keep You, The 
baſtard covenznts of ycur own makiug will Hot keep you, iþ 
but this covenant will, Fer, xxxiii. 40. Are there any 
Here that want throughbearing in the world, and are 
fear'd tor ſtrai:s, ard even tempcral difficultics? Here 
is a covenant that ſays, Bread ſhall be given thee, and 
thy water ſhall be ſure; yea. verily thau ſhalt be fed, 
and in, the day of Famine jhall be ſatisfied. Are there 
any here that cannot get reit among all the creatures? 
Here is a covenant that ſays, Come to me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt. . 
Are there auy here that think themſelves poor objed 
creatures, ſaying, I am but a burden to my ſelf, aud 
a burden to al: that are about me; no body cares to 
me, and I tear God cares not for me either; IL am call, 
4  oOutarall hands? O here is a covenant that ſays, He will. 
Ether together the outcafrs of Iſrael, Is there any here. 
dear d for death, and knows not how to win throught -. 


ſays, O death, I ui be t 
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c t that ſays, I 14 
will put my Spirit within you, aud caufe- you to walk in | 
my ſtatutes, 1 will ſubdue your ing Lea, he who | 
is the covenant ſays, For Tour Jabs 2 myſelf, tha _ >, 
you alſo might be /angified.. And agat The water that | 
T hall give him, ſhall he in him a well of water ſpring 
ing up into eternal life, Is there any here ſaying, I am i» 
olt creature? The covenant is ſaying, I came to /eek 1 
and to ſave that which was left. Is there any here ſay= || 
Ing, O I have ſinhed to the uttermoſt ? This covenant 7 
lays, He is able to ſave to the uttermaſl. It you ſay, 
you cannot believe, the covenant ſays, Chriſty who.is 
he all of the covenant, is the author of faith; and the 
ſpirit of. faith is giytn when the covenant is given, all 
race is given when it is given. Are you content to 
dave this covenant, and all the grace of it? If you ſay 
you cannot repent, the covenant' ſays, Him hath God 
xubted with his right-hand, to give repentance. What 
the caſe that the covenant cannot anſwer ? Why ſay 
ou, You're calling us all, both wicked and Godly, to 
ccept of this covenant ;. but does not God ſay to the 4 
Picked, What haſt then to do to take my covenant in thy 
on, ſeeing thou bateſtinſirudtion, and caſteſi my law 1 
ebind thy back: E e ſo, P/al. 1. 16. Lea, þ | 


ie. voice of God in the law, Hays, Vengeance upon you 55 
nd there is no eſcaping that vengeance, but by hedriig 

od believing what” the voie of God.in the goſpel co 
Faant fays, and by taking, it, not in your mouth to a 
ie it, but in your: * love and improve it fg 
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take him, 


Ain and hell is aba 


That takes away the fin of the world; it is a coming tc 


- grace ſays, Iſa. xliti. 24, 25; I, ever am be, that blot 


and all the rations that forget God.” But there is a wor 


* 8 
"a * 
I 


. . 5 wh” A F q 4 6 2 . f 50 7 c 7 0 
$ well”as Tot your Juſtification, for let 
Il as happy. God's covenant is be 
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debts your Gaudtification:. Why then, fay you, 1170! 
take Chit bag y-luſts both”; I defy you man ; if youſſin, 

you malt let theſe go away; yea, it is impoſ- 
Able to take him, and keep your luis too; for, when. 
ever the covenanh of grate is embraced, the covenant with 
toned. _ And therefore, if any come Ol 
to this covenant ta" ſeck à ſhelter to any one luſt underſvit 
It, it is no comgjtly” at all,” it is ns faich, but a fancy hin 
Yea, it is a mocking of God, and his holy covenant, ar ſol? 


will bring a curſe upon;you inſtead of a blefling. Tou 


come to this covenant, is to come to the lamb of Gods w. 
b a] 


Jeſus to be ſaved from fin, But O, ſay you, I cannogdev 
think that the&;covenant'of grace ſays a good word to me Spi 


I have been making God to ſerve with my fins, and wea 
rying him with inine iniquities, Indeed the law and co 
venant of works fas, You are a dead man, the ſo 
that ſinneth ſhali'die; but ſee What the covenant « 


eth out thy trauſgreſion for my name's ſake. Take thi 
covenant then, and pardon with it, as well as purificaggſou 
tion. O but What fays the covenant to one who hath 
been negteRting prayer, and forgetting God all my days 
Why, there is no Werd in the law for you but fury, Pouſſthe 
Gut thy fury upon The beathen, and the families that calwitr 
ot on thy name. The wicke#fhall be" turned into Helſat t. 


even for ſuch in the new covenant, am found of thenyou 


„ that ſrught me not. O come and take the treaſure you! ſu 

Vas never ſeeking after to this, ay, and it will ſwectigawhi 

; + geretmine you to ſeck his face all the days of your lifqcour 
but what will the covenant ſay to ſuch, whoſe cai 
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I you have not tonched, un he! 
or leſs, and that miniffers/canngefind on Aham tor the 

is | b<canſe they are juſt hidden among the milt of ther 
o- tomleſs pit, among the reek of hell, fo as they cannon. 
vel be ford out? Why, the covenant hath à word ta. youg 
a5 Iſai. 1 xii. laſt, Thou ſhalt be called, Sought out, 4 clty” 
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inf forſaken ; there is a name for you, thou ſhalt be Sal? 
in led, Sought ont: This covenant is ſent this day to ee 


l vou out from the bottom of the dark priſon t yo: 
oull in, whatever it be; will you take the bene 
- Jvenant? are you for it, man, woman? Will you have a 
n. Chriſt to be a covenant to you? Young people, will yon 
thll have him that you may not live in the devil's ſervice? 
nel Old people, will you have him, that you may not die 
erffwith the devil in your arms? Drunkard, will you have 
y Ihim, that you may get à drink of the de w wine of con- 
ndfolation ? Unclean perſon will you hate Him, to waſh 
Trou, that you may be fitted to walk with him in white? 
odSwearer, will you have him, that your Tao gue may be 
taſhaped for a hallelujah ? Man, woman, who haſt ſeven 
zotfdevils in you, will you have him who hath the ſeven 


- 


e {Spirits that are before the throne (that is the eternal 


-a4Spirit with his various operations) that he may put the 
-odevil out of you, and put his Spirit within you ? Who- 
uffocver will, hay have a covenant this day, that will 
make you up forever. Is there any here that deſpiſes all 


„chis love, ſaying, I will keep my lofts and fins, ſay yon 
higwbat you wil? ; it is but a new ſcheme, perhaps, out of 


your own head; I have no fancy for that covenant ? 
ay you ſo, man! then, as the Lord lives, you have {po-. 
s en this againſt your own life. I proteſſ againſt you, in 
ufthe name of Gop! and I ſhake the duſt of my feet in 
al witneſs againſt you, that on the igth day of Huguſt, 1722 


ellat the commnnion: table in Dunfermline, Chriſt, and in 


0 


Yxghim all the covenant of grace, was offered to you, and +... 
enyou refuſed him; and if you live and die in that mind, 24] | : 
o ſuramon'd you to anſwer for this refuſal, before hien 
tiyawful tribunal at the great day. But, becauſe 'I am RED! 
fecourting a bride for my glorious maſter, I would fa bf 1 
%%% A SIR 
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therefore, O refuſer 


4 


aner er Chrift, "will you bethink yourſelf het, 
Four word again; many a flight have you put 
s glorious Chriſt, and yet he js content to take 
ou for all that, he is loth to take a nay ſay; and there- 
re I would atk in his name, before you give him a to- 
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L broken coveniaitt of works be a better bargain fo 
you? ei che black covenant, with hell, and with 

your lultFanddgols, be a better bargain for you ? Or, is 
the vain periſhing world a better bargain ?- No, no, the 
devil himſelf doch not think ſo, whatever he ſuggeſt to 
vou. But, ag in before you. give him a total nay-fay 
and refuſal, will you tell me, kow you will do without 


him? Or if you anake a ſhift ml gon Be, O how will 
you die without Him? And how will you ſtand in judg- 


ment without him? And death and judgment may be 
at hand, T hers. are many dead and away to eternity. 
Lace the laſt'gommunion here; and this may be the 14 
communion- invitation that ever you will get: If yo 
refuſe Chriſt now, it may be the laſt offer that ever you 
will get of him; he hath taken many refuſals off yo 
Hand already, And finally, before you refuſe him whol- 
iy, think again hat you are refußag; is Chriſt a de 
ſpicable perſon, of ng more worth hut to be fl:ghted b 
you, and trampled duder your Feet? Is he a hateful ob 
ject, whom yet the tongues of all the glorious feraphims 
are not worthy to adore ? Is the everlaſting coveuant 
matter of moon-laine? Is the love of God, the blood of 
Chriſt, the eternal intereſt of your immortal ſouls, and 
the divine glory, all matters of indifferency to you? 
the the great Jh, his giving Chrilt to be a cove 
nant of the people, a contemptible ching? And is thi 
a gift not worth the taking? O, No, no, ſay ye, ſurely it 
is a worthy offer; why then, by the awful authority of 
the eternal God, and by the blood and bowels of his e 


. 5 5 —— Son, I adjure you to take him and his Father 


fog, and all the bleſſings of the everlaſting covenanſ ha 
Nich him. O, ſay you, 1 think I am gained and over 
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Ealrefulal, Will you tell me where will you do better 2 
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| | come by this offe# and prope * no not if it be 
era paſſing thought that oh een. or a rl faith that 8 
will abide the trial; I fear it be but looſe work, and a .M 
e temporary flaſh. Why man, the tovenant can reſolve -- 4 
you in that difficulty ; and it ſays, Fear not, for I am thy . 
ea, 7 will ftlrengthen thee, I am thy ſalvation," Ates 
"you content to take the covenant for this end, to diſcos „ 
ver the defe&s of your faith, and to work in you the 
faith of God's elect? Can you ſay, That it is not in your 
ch] faith, but in Chriſt himſelf, that you ate ſeeking falva- 
tion; that you are not building your {With pon your 
he faith, not your hope upon yeur hope, but both your - 
to faith and hope upon the covenant ?- Can you ſay, that = 
whatever be wrong about you, and about your faith, \ 
ut yet you ſee there is nothing wrong about Chriſt and the 
il covenant, but that it is well ordered in alkthings and 
SE fare, and ſuch as can right all that is wrong about you ? 
be Can you ſay, However I am in the dark about my faith, 
yet I have ſometimes found out my unbelief, and that L 
Au could no more believe than I could move the earth from 
Og its centre; but yet the joyful ſound of goſpel-grace hath 
ul touched my heart, and made me take up ſo much glory 
uu and excellency in Chriſt, that I think all the world no- 
1 thing in compariſon of him; and I think my heart's de- 
le fire is, O to have him for my prophet, to take away the 
b das xneſs of my mind; as a prieſt, to take away the guilt 
bY of my fins; and' as a king, to take away the power of 
my luſts? Fain would I have him, that thus my ſouk. 
© Y may be bleſt in him, and his name may be glorified in = 
Ine. Why then, whatever you think of your faith ank 
of yourſelf, as the blackeſt moniter of fin and guilt that io 
Jever was out of hell, yet it ſeems you have the faith of 
e God's elect, I would fain hope, that ſome ſouls in this 11 
. aſſembly are gript ( . hand of grace, and content to '1 
Iſign this covenant with their heart: and woe's me that Mt 
chere ſhonld be any here that will let all this love and ui 
3 ce, and this good prize go by them, and they never | 
have a heart to it. But yet, ſome that through grace, 
5 have a heart to ſigh, * ſaying, O F cannot write. 
SS 
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E 
1 cannot believe, I t ſabſcribe,. though 1 think : 
would doit with a thouſand good-wills, Say you fo, || - 
man? Fl tell you good news, Chriſt hath the book of! 
_ We covenant in the one hand, and: the pen is in the o-! 
ther hand, ready to ſet down your name, and to ſub- 
ſeribe for yon; only deelare before witneffes, that you! 
**annot write, and do you touch the pen, faying, Lord, 
own my name conſenting to every article of the co» 


| venant; A pleaſed with the whole frame of it: Say 
you ſo ? Wel z is done, for he hath the pen of a rea- 


dy writer; you name is within the bond already. But 

if grace will help you to anew ad of faith, a ſtronger 

act, read over the covenant again, and hear how the 

_ Ir nova is ſpeaking, and not I; and ſpeaking to 

his only begotten Son that lies in his boſom, ſaying, I 

will give, thee for a' covenant of the people: now let 

faith ſay, Lord, I take thee at thy word; I hear. thee 

ſpeaking to thy beloved Son concerning me a poor, dark, 

l blind, and. bound\Gentile ;, wilt thou ever go back of thy 
= word to thy gon? No, in defpite of the devil, I think 
| that is the ſureft word that ever was ſpoken, it is to him 
thou ſpeakeſt, and/to me in him; and therefore, beholdſ 6 
I take thee at thy word; black. and ugly as I am, the ai 
covenant can make'me fair and glean: thy grace hathf] FE. 
conquered me, thy love hath drawn me, and I am pleaſ. hz 
ed with the bargain; and I ſee it is the beſt bargainſſ of 
that ever was, for advancing thy eternal glory, and my fe: 
eternal good: I ſee it is all my ſalvation, and all my th: 
defire ; I ſee it is well ordered in all things and ſure: ] thi 
why then, the Lord be thanked it is a done bargain D. 
and that God's gift is taken off his hand. And, there- wi! 
fore, having taken the covenant, never ſtand to take the yo! 
ſal in the ſacrament of the ſupper. e Ali 


The End of the SER-M0O\N, 
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1 Na 8 friends, it were not fit I ſhould det 10 
r 


| ſpare, in his Father's Houſe: Chriſt as the covenant is 


7 pe 22 of n Diſcourſer; after the Sacre 
upon the Lame Subject. 


you, by ſpeaking to the ſeveral ſorts, of N 
e; 1 ſhall only drop a few words in the gener fag of 
ak, if my heart deceive me not, the great 
Was helped to ſeek, ſome time before this — — 
not only aſſiſtance to Miniſters, and: tõ my ſelf, ſo as to- 
be carried through the work, fot 1 thought that would. 
ſoon come to little account; but Ewould have had a day 
of power among you. that are the people, that the glory” 
of the Lord. might ſhine among you And now, what. 4 
ſhall I ſay? O:to whom is the arm of the Lord reveal - i 
ed? Hath the Right-hand of the Lord done valiantiy, 1 
even the Man of his Ripght- hand, whom be hath made 4 
Rrong for himſelf? Hath the Eord appeared as yet for 
as much of the work is over? or ſhall we expect that 
he will appear in the work that is yet to follow? or ſha 1 
our prayer juſt only return to our boſom again? I would, 
aſk you, what welcome entertainme4't hard Chriſt, the 
Father's gifted covenant, got among you this day ? ' He. 
hath given him for a covenant of the people, aud »ho 
of. all the people have welcomed the Father's gift? I. | 
fear there are many fools here, that ou a price in 3 
their hand, but no heart to the barga Bur to all 9 
the deſpiſers of Chriſt, and all the re ers of Chriſt in 1 
Dunfermline this day, in caſe the 10 may catch you | 
with a word yet before you go, I have a word to ſay to 0" 
you, whether you have been at the Lord's Table or not; 4 
Altho? the Sacrament- Table be drawn, yet che Cove 1 
nant- Table is not drawn, it is covered yet, and Chriſt 4 
is the feaſt that is ſet upon it, and you are all welcome; 1 
for all that have eaten, there is bread enough, and to . 


offered to you, Man, to you, Woman, to you that are. | h 
before me, and. behind me, and round about me in e- f 


R 


ery corner © thi place tho' I do not Foe you, yet 
upon you, and his word is directed to you: 
ea, this covenant is directed and offered to you, he is 
he people's covenant; let the people come, be who 
. © they will, even the vileſt monſter of fin out of hel]; 
Sod's pus g him in this goſpel, is your warrant for 
taking him: and if yon will not harken to this goſpel- 
offer of Chriſt for a covenant to you, I charge you, in 
:God's Name, and as you will anſwer at his Tribunal, 
to declare before him and your own- conſciences, what 
ye have to ſay againſt him: Is it that yon are not holy? 
Nay, you ſhall not have that to ſay, for to the unholi- 
eſt foul here this covenant is offered, for this end to 
make you holy; and never ſhall you be holy, till you 
"come and accept of it, Is it that you have not grace 
to come? Why, Man, when this covenant is offered, | 
Chriſt and all the ae in him is offered; and, among 
the reſt, grace to draw you: and if you will not put a- 
way this grace from, you, it will take hold of you. Is} 7? 
your cbje ction this, I fear my unbelief, enmity and ill. 
will, put away all that grace? Why, that is-the thing 5? 
molt to be feared; and yet, if that 1 indeed your fear, bot 
there is the leſs ground of fear; for this covenant is of- 
fered to you, to take away your ill-will and enmity, 
Are you content to have God's gifted covenant for that 
end? Really I know not what good thing it is in all 
the world that you want or need, but what is offered 
to you in this coyenant, for Chriſt is the All of the co 
venant; and he, who is the All of it, is All in All:. 
And therefore I charge you again, before you bid hir 
farewell, to declare what you have to ſay againſt him 
whom God is giving for a covenant; Shall I take you 
falence for a coffeſſion, that you have nothing to ſay a 
gainſt him? Then, by the glory of God, Father, Son,“ 
and Holy Ghoſt, * by the eternal ſalvation of your im 
mortal ſouls, by all the joys of the redeemed, and tor 
ments of the damned, I charge you all, and every one 
of you, to welcome the covenant of the people that God 
is giving, and that by your hearty ſaying, Even — 
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a whole covenant to me, t6 do all m 


have him: True, but, unworthy monſter of pelt as 
Far ge you again, by all the Blood that A ett at Fee 
ruſalem, and by all the bowels of compaſfon that move 
within him, that you do not refuſe him, but welcome 
God's gift, welcome God's ſend, ſaying, Bleſed is he 
that cometh in the Name ef the Lord. If after all, you 
are ſaying, Stay a little, fir, let me take it to adviſe- 
| | Ment for tome days; No, no, Man, Woman, I have no 
' © commiſſion to allow you a day, or an hour's delay; To 
b day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart : If 
ou refuſe to day, I know not but you may be in hell 
. to mocrow, What if the next hour the breath ſhould 
go out of your body? And if your ſoul Ait out of your 
body before it flee into Chriſt, you are gone, you are 
undone for ever and ever: If God's Omnipotent Grace 
and Almighty power, which only can make you willing 
to accept of his offer, be not accompanying this call, he 
l reeds not our apology; he is the Sovereign, that's o. 
* bliged as a debtor to none but himſelf, and his own 
pleaſure, and his Son's righteouſueſs; yet ſtill you are 
obliged to obey his call, and your wilful rejecting, is 
mexcuſeable. And therefore, if, after all, this gift of 
God for a covenant of the people, be ſlighted by you, 
you not being content that God ſhould rent and rive the 
old contract that was betwixt you and your luſts, but 
A eſteeming it above this covenant, betwixt God the giver, 
Jand you the refuſer, be it; let him and you reckon to- 
gether, IL hope I am free of your Blood this day; for 
nere will be Blood in the caſe: If you will not have 
ache Blood of the everlaſting covenant to waſh you, to 
0 1 Juſtifie you, to ſanctifie and ſave you, nor believe that 
God gives it to you to be received for that end, = 
4k ; cre. 
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there wilhb&Blded for . He that believeth not 
fall i med. Remember what a free offer of Chriſt 


you have got this day; you have nothing to pay for 
this covenant, III give thee for a covenant; . have 
nothing to pay for a pardon, the condition of the co- 
venant is fulfilled by Chriſt, and in it is a full payment 
or all debt; and therefore, ſo freely is the pardon, and 
life offered-to you, that you cannot have it till yon have 
nothing to\pay for it. See how the creditor deals with 
the debtor in the Parable, Lale vii. 42. When they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Now, 
the legal old covenant-heart cf many ſays, with the 
wicked ſervant, Lord, have patience with me, and If, 
will pay thee all; I will grow better Man, I will fall I th 
a repenting and re forming, and then I hope God will ed 
ardon me: That Man hath apt, oa to pay, at leaſt, 
e fancies ſo, and therefore he hath no forgiveneſs. ButY;, 
When a poor foul is brought to this, Oh,, I have no- pa 
thing to pay; if I be the payer of my own debt, it willy; 
never be paid for me; the debt of ſatisfaction will never 
be paid for me; the debt of obedience,” the debt of du- 
ty; I have nothing to pay my debt, nay, not the leaf 
farthing of the debt, were it but a good thought, it can 
never be paid by me: Why then, that Man ſtands fainf 
for a full remiſſion, according to this free covenant 
When they had nvihing to pay, be frankly forgave henfan 
Beth. Are you for this new coyenant-way of it, to comqed 
and bring nothing, and get all freely out of the coveſput. 
nant,” that belongs to grace and glory, debt and dutynar 
happineſs and holineſs? Now, what ſhall I fay to Godpal 
when I go back to my Cloſet, where I was pleading thi... 
laſt week, that he would ſhew his glory, and draw ſomþ.,,. 
of you to himſelf? Shall I go with a. complaint upoqpette 
you, and ſay, Lord, they, will not come; they prefezye 
their baſe luſts to the glorious Lord Jeſus; the drunſja, 


_ ard'prefers his cups to thee, the whoremonger prefer” x 


his whoredom to thee, the covetous Man prefers tf, 
world to thee, the legaliſt prefers his own righteoufneſ, 


to thee? Shall we complain to this purpoſe ? or, wikkin | 
l | 4 a N ; — YC N 
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ö give 6ccaliogh to leid 1e comp 0 

ather, ſaying, Father, thou didſt give r me Wb 

| yenant of the people, but yonder is a people in Duns: 
© | fermbine, that care not for me, and deſpiſe thy gift, 
They will not come to me that they might have life ? 0. 
T0 will not the Father frown upon you, when the Son com- 
d plains upon you? And, O, if you continue of that mind, 
Ihe will frown yon to hell. But O may we hope, that 
h ſome at leaſt have ſubſcribed their names to the cove- 
4 JF nant this day We would go back to God with a Song 
„of praiſe in our mouths, and glorifie his name for the 
je wonders of his grace, yea; if I may ſoexpreſs it, Chriſt 
1' would with a glad heart ſhew his Father the Copy of 
the Covenant that you have ſigned, and that was offer- 
ed, and directed to you, as to the Gentiles, to theſe. 
ſt that were under darkneſs; blindneſs ani bondage, and 
utYin the priſon of ſin, death, and wrath; Will not the 
0. Father be pleaſed, when the eovenant-roll is read over, 
ill virh the names öf all the ſubſcribers and aſſenters to the 
covenant, and your name among the reſt? There is one 
that ſubſeribed his name thus I, one of the people, one 

a "Goff the Gentiles; I one of the blind and bound priſoners, 2 
Maſſenting and conſenting, Well may God ſay, was not j 
the edvenant directed and offered to the people of that 
dame? Les, Father, it was. Why then, let tlie name 4 
tand there regiſtrate to eternity, it ſhall never be blot- 

d out for me; Him that cometh, | will in no wiſe caſt 

put, Since they had no better nzme to fign withal, 

aan the name of Sinner; Apoſtate, Backſlider. Crim- 
bal, Leper, Blackamore, Slave, and Hell's Drudges; 9 
et aſſenting and conſenting to this covenant, this co- 4 
nant that they have ſubſcribe d, ſhall make their names | 
Petter than that of Sons and Daughters, They ſhal! 
Fave a name among the living in Zeru/alem, even a new is 
lame, and the white Stone, that no Man knoweth but | 
E that receiveth it. Now, as we have a commiſſion 


efe 


3 by rom the Lord to tell you, that you're welcome to him; 

+ Oh, ſhall we have a commiſſion from yeu, to tell 

viſhin chat he is welcome to you? dince Gcd the Father 
þ nw 


declares, 
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for the three happy meetings; glory to him for the hap- 
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deglates, chat you're welcome to hit Bon, faying, 7 will 
gin bin for a covenant of the people, Shall we 8 and 
tell him, O God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Ch 


riſt, 
zonder people have taken thee at thy word, and are ſay- 
85 in their hearts, thy ſon is welcome to them? O if 
hriſt and you welcome one another this day, whether 
it be the firſt welcoming to ſome of you, or a confirmed 
welcoming to others. if he and you, I ſay, be welcom- 
ing one another this day, glory, glory to God, that e- 
ver this day dawn'd, Eternity will be duration little e - 
novgh to praiſe him for this day. Glory, glory to God, 


of 
4 
* 


Py meeting betwixt the divine and humane nature in one 
perſon, aud that is the glorious per ſon given to be a 
Covenant to you; glory to him for the happy meeting ri 


Sr 


betwixt juſtice and merey, wbo have kiſs d one another, I ru 
and ſaid, We are both pleaſed, and are honoured by him, I th 
who is given for a covenant. of the people; and glory] ve 


to bim for the happy meeting betwixt the Saviour and by 
the ſinner, betwixt the covenant and the people; Is it a] an 
meeting indeed? Hath the Lord God of the Hebrew: f pe 
met with! you in Danſermline? Hath the covenant ta - lo. 


ken hold of your hearts? O»glory to him then, for it is ma 
a meeting never to part, the covenant will never-quitYpr; 
the grip again; and therefore, as you have receivedſthe 
Chriſt, ſo walk you in him; as you have received God's co 
gitted covenant, ſo make uſe of it and improve it. When fyii 
you find you have no righteouſneſs, look to the cove- 
nant to furnith you, for his name ſnall be called THE 
LORD OUR RkIGHTEOUSNES8S. When you find 
you have no ſtrength, look to the, covenant to furniſh 


you; for it ſays, My ftirength: ſball he perfect in tiyſche 


weakneſs, When you find you bave no life nor liveliqq eon 
neſs, look to the covenant to furniſh you. for it ſays, Inot 
am the reſurrection and the liſe, When you find little 
of the ſpirit's influences, lock to the covenant to'furnilhipuri 
you, for it ſays, I auill pour water upon him that titake 
thirſty, and floods upon the ary ground, When you fiadſſure 


Fou have much ſin aud guilt in and about you, look ton t 
| te 4 | | : * 3 
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that blotteth out thy trunſgreſion far m Mane: ſale. 
When you find ybur luſts and corruptions to be power- 
ful and prevalent, look to che covenant for mortiſicati- 
on, for it ſays, Sin /hall- not have dominion over ven, 
for ye are not under the lau, but, under grace. + When 
you find little or no holineſs taking place in your-heants, 
and ways, look to this holy covenant; and it will make 
you more holy than ever the ebvenant of works could 
do; for this covenant of grace does preſent the law with 
, | a perfect holineſs, whether you take it as the lat of 
-Works, or @ rule of life in the hand of a Mediator. As 
e || the law is a covenantiof works, the believer bath, by 
a || this covenant, à perfect holineſs in his head, a divine 
g || righteouſneſs anſwering t that: And as the law is a 
r, | rule of life in the hand ef Chriſt, the believer hath, by 
n, | this new covenant, a perfect Holineſs alſo, not only by 
ry | vertue of his union to Chriſt the fountain of holineſs ; 
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d | but in his own perſon, he hath a perfection of parts here, 


af and a perfection of degrees hereafter. But as to this 
vs | perfection of parts in time, it is indeed many times ſa 
a- flow, that the believer can hardly diſcern it. Why. 
is may one ſay, the thing that frightens me is, leſt I be à 
lit I practical Antinomian, and a golpel Hypocrite ; becauſe, 
edi tho“ I think my heart goes into the offer of Chriſt as a 


d's covenant, yet I can never find the powerful and ſancti- 
enlfying virtue of this covenant, to deſtroy my; luſts and 


corruptions, but ſtill iniquity prevails againſt me: And 
can 1 take comfort in the covenant, in that caſe, with 
out abuſing free grace to licentiouſneſs? For clearinj 
this, 1 thail only tay: to you, chat if you can nouriſh an 

cheriſh fin, 155 


1h 
thy 
eli 


d yet take comfort in the covenant, that 
comfort is ſuſpicious · like, and: flows from a fancy, and 
„Inot from the faith of God's operation; for he that hath 
ttleſchit hope; purifieth himſelf, even as God is pure. Faith 
niſnppurißes the heart, wherever it is in exerciſe; and to 
+ itake comfort in or from the covenant, and yet take plea- 
nadflure in ſin, at the ſame time, is a dream, and a deluſi- 
6 tpn that the Ec be under, unleſs he be * 

wy. - | — 3 | | fit 


but ſet your name too far up, as if you were a party co 


* 


| | ** * bh. 5 8 
nit of Tempfion?**) * ne, ſin mav 
Pre vast z init a believer, and yer he may have comfort 
in the 66vEnart; as David had, when he ſays [niquities 
"SrevatlÞ "againſt me ; they are again my will, againſt 
my hearc; againſt my prayers, againſt my inclinations; 
und he immediately adds, As ſor our tranſgreſſions, thou 
Al purge them away, Pſal. Ixv." 3. But thou, poor 
foul, that ſays you never found the ſanctifying virtue of 
the covenant; Why, did you never get grace to wreſtle 
'againſt ſin? That is ſome virtue. Doth the prevalencyſ 
of fin never humble you to the duſt? That is ſome vir-Þj 
tue. Do you ſee, and lament your own unholineſs ? 
That is ſome virtue. Doth the ſenſe and ſeeling of the 
power of fin never make you long for compleat victory 
auc freedom from ſin ? hat is fome virtue. Did the 
power of a/ body of death never make you look upon t 
Jour ſeif as wreiched, ſaying Owwretehed Perſon that n 
V 
0 


am, avho will deliver me nom it That is ſome vir- 


rue. Did the prevalency of fin never driye you to the 


+blood of Chriſt, the Fountain open for ſin and for un- a 


_ *oleanneſs? - That is ſome virtue. Are you never gladſ te 


of any victory you get over your corruption? Yea, thatſ th 
as ſome virtue. How d ou find it with you, when theſ a! 
light of the covenant is ſhining on your ſoul? Do you y 


not find your Learurifing againſt ſin? That is ſome vir · pr 


tue. How do you find itt with you, betwixt hands an 
when iniquity is prevailing? Do you not find your ſelffye 
uneaſy, aud out of your element, ay till the Lord re as 
turn? That is ſome virtue. Do not deny the. ſanctify IN 
ing virtue of che covenant; and what can be rhe reaſonbe 
of it, that even tho? you ſign the covenant, and go iijwe 
to it, yet you find ſo little of its powerful ſanctityir for 
virtue? [il tell you one reaſon of your fickleneſs and 1uFthi, 
conſtancy this way: It may be, When you ſigned thgjlea, 
covenant; you put lot your name at the foot of the bond 8 n 
7 * 
xpe 
an 


veuanting; you are to ſign as a party conſenting bu 
not as a party contracting: The covenant was draw! 


up, and ſigned by two uuchangeable parties from eterſo b 
4 * 1 6 - away | 


Wor him, 


be, yet, when the new covenant cord of free grace 


wity, the Fath we the, Sons, and 3 

would have your name in the'mid} of theicon l 
N if you were promiſing, and contracting ſomet ung for, 
Your part, conjunctiy with him, who is the Firlt; and 
the Laſt, ard the All of the covenant,” - Remember you. 
are but a poor aſſenter at beſt, and; therefore put Your 
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name lower down; for your work is juſt to do nothings. 


but to conſent to take him, to do all your work in yu. 
and for you; for, ſays the Lord, in my context here, 
My. Glory will. Inst give to anither. He accounts it, 
the ſtanding ꝓf his glory, to perform all that is within 
the covenant; and he will not let any ſooty ſcullion of 
hell, like you, or me, count our doits among his gold. 
The higher place that you take for your name in the 
covenant, the more fickle are you; but the lower place, 
the more ſtable: Therefore, when you ſign the cove- 
nant a new, put ypur name further down, below his 


who is the covenant of the people; Tet him be the All 


of the covenant to you, the worker of all your wor k, 
and you but an on: waiter; for his glory will he not give 
to another. Perhaps ſome may be Aying, O Sir, the 
thing that fears me at this occaſion, is this, I am put 
all in confuſion, with the differences that are among 
you that are Miniſters, What do I know, but the re- 
proach of a new ſcheme does juſtly belong to ſome of you, 


and that {may be in a deluſion? What do I know, but 


your way of opening the covenant of grace may be ſuch 
as others will call an enemy to the law, and to holiacſs ? 
Why, what ſhall I ſay to you, poor thing? Let God 
be true, and every man a liar. .- The Lord forbid that 
e ſhould ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk de cettfully 
him. If there be any perſon here, that never found 
this doctrine of grace have any other tendency, than to 


Jead them to licentiouſiteſs,  1'1] pawa my life, that he 


not 2 believer, but a perſon ignorant of the myſtery 
or the goſpel; But what ſay you, believer, cannot your 
xpericnce bear witneſs for God, and his g acious coves 
ant, that however vile ard unholy you find your {elf 
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f n r wer 
is wrapt.abon fron heave; does it draw you to the love 
of 


of ſin, U tb dle love df holineſs? © 


* 


gunne fs. your covenant,” your All, ſor debt and duty 
both, do you not find holineſs the more lovely to you, 
ali his love conſtrainir g you the more to delight in his 
ſervice? Let the word of God, and the experience of 
all the ſaints, in an agreeableneſs thereto, decide mat- 
ters of this ſort: But, O poor believer, do not caft out 
with Chriſt, tho” even many of his friends ſhould caſt 
out with oue another; be not ſtumbled in a day of re- 


Proaches and offences; bleſſed are they thay th all not be 


offended at Chriſt; let your hearts go in to the offer of 
Chriſt as a covenant, to make you both holy and hap- 
PY- Now, if you have got Aittle this day, leave the 


complaint upon yourſelves, for God and his ordinances 


are not to blame; your iniquities do ſeperate betwixt 
you and your God; and yet, ſay net you have got no- 
thing, if you have got but a crumb, for a crumb is 
ſomething, that bodes that there is more coming in the 


Lord's time and way: Why, what is a crumb? If you 
be made more bumble than you was, that is a crumb ? 


Have you. got more infight into the covenant ? That is 
a crumb, Have you got more deſire after Chriſt? That 
is 2 crumb, Are you longing more to be free of fia, and 


like unto Chriſt? Thar's a crumb, Have you got fo 
much, as gives you/a ſtomach for another Marriage- 


Supper? That is a crumb. If you have not got fa 
much as a crumb, - believer; it may be waiting for you 
in a cloſet, or a ſecret corner; and, in the mean time, 
the Lord may be calling you to reflect upon ſome old 
Jong-lince experience, when you got a more ſenſible grip 
of the covenant than now; ad to live by faith, and 
wait at wiſdom's door. And you that have been fed, 


and feaſted thig-day, O refolve, through grace, hetice- 
forth, a ſtated war againſt all Chrilt's enemies within. 
you. and without you; and do all you can, to keep the; 
| . you have gained upon enemies; and fit not down 


cure, otherwiſe ſatan will ſoon trip up your heels; I 
; | T e 


f lin, Ir ce dt | The more lively faith 
you have of Chriſt's being your treaſure, your righte- | 
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75 believe, their right to take Chriſt, their right to ſub» 
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not down to ſleep, after Bea Fer God 
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| fe& you, to 
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run che race that is ſet before you, And to rie ho 


mall run faſteſt in the way to heaven,, following Grit 
the fore- runner; you are to follow none, but às the 
follow Chriſt: The moſt Godly Miniſters are but lim -. 
ted examples; you are to follow them © far as they fol- 
low Chriſt, but no farther, Be ye follo were me, (ſaid 
Paul)-as 1 am of Chriſt:; Take the word of God for 
your rule, and goſpel- truth for your ſtandard, and the 
rather that there are many in this generation, who' 
would be content that ſome goſpel-truths were ſcraped 
out of the Bible; but let your prayers be, Lord ſend 
forth thy light and thy truth, that they may guide me. 
In a word, your life muſt be a living by faith upon the 
covenant, the unchangeable covenant, that is eſtabliſh | 
ed betwixt two unchangeable parties, the Father, and 
the Son. Here is a ſure ground of faith; whereas the 
reaſon of your ſtaggering is, becauſe you put in yourſelf 
as the one party, who art but a changelicg, that changes 
every touch; but it is concluded betwixt two unchange - 
able parties, whereof none of them ever rues the bar- 
gain. O, ſays the poor ſoul, tho' I have been helped 
to conſent to this covenant, and ſubſcribe it with all my 
heart, yet I fear I play the devil, and my heart break 
looſe again. Yea, it may be ſo, but this covenant ſays, 
III have you to Heaven, if you were even a devil; II 
draw you back again, tho' you were even in the very 
mouth of hell: And I think, you will find he hath done 
ſo heretofore, believer, when you thought you was ſo 
far down in the pit, that the Lord would never return 
again to lift you up: He hath returned, and ſurpriſeck 
you; and, it may be, has done fo, at this occaſion. 0 
bleſs him, and ſerve him, and improve his covenant; 
yea, let me tell you, believer, you having imbraced the 
covenant, it lies upon God's honour to keep you, be- 


Jeauſe he ſtands engaged to his Son; his word of honour: 


is paſt. 3 


Some, it may be, are ſlill queſtioning their right to 
$5 3 ſcribe 


in, and I mult do that before I come? Why, ay, 
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ſerihe to this Covenant; they hana as it were, at the 


bach of the door, ſaying, What right have I? Indeed, 
1 you were a party and actor in this covenant, you might 

ak at that rate; but that you are not, you are only 
to be aflenter and conſenter. Your legal heart dreams, 
ay, that God will not accept of yon, unlefs you do ſo 


and ſo: but know, that God and Chriſt do all here; 


and they have bound themſelves by this covenant, to do 


all: and if you will do any thing, Ray till you be able 


to do more than God: hath done, than Chriſt hath done, 
and that will never be, God engaged in this covenant, 
to hold Chriſt's hand, and to uphold bim in the work 
of redemption ; the father bears equal burden in the 
work; and all the three perſons of the glorious trinity, 
Had one equal will to it; and therefore, ſeeing a trinity 


Bath done it, the work is compleatly done. O what fools 


are they then, that refuſe to join in with this covenant, 


| becauſe of their own ſhort coming, and becauſe they 


cannot do ſo and ſo? Why, you can do all that you are 


bound to do in this covenant, and that is juſt nothing 


at all; for Chriſt is the covenant, and the all in all of 
it: if ever you do any thing in God's ſight acceptable, 
it is the covenant of grace that does it in you. But now, 
as to your right to come to this covenant, What right 
would you have, but meikle miſchief and miſery to be 
a right on your part, and the offer, call aud command 
of heaven to be a right on God's part? There is all the 
right to believe that IL Kno-. You would have a right 
founded upon ſome righteouſneſs of your own; you 
would have in your clouted cloke with his fair robe 
but God, will have none of your blackned righteouſneſs. 
The right is now, welcome a hard hart, to get ſoft» 
ning grace out of this covenant ; welcome guilty ſoul, 
to get pardoning grace out of this covenant ; welcome 
filthy ſiuner, to get ſanctifying grace out of this cove- 


nant; welcome chief of fiyuucrs, ſinner above all ſinners; 
welcome to come and get ſalvation ont of this covenant. 


Will you then object, and ſay, O I cannot turn. from 
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will yon tell me who but the devil taught yon to take 


 Chrif's room, and to take his work and imployment aut 


of his hand? His name is Jeſus, becauſe he faves from 
fin: O let him in, and he will ſpeak for himſelf; he 
will ſay to the devil, Stand by, for I have broken your 
head; he will ſay to ſin, Stand by, for I have condem- 
ned you by the facrifice of myſelf; he condemned ſin in 
the fleſh, Yea, he will ſay to juſtice, Let me through 
to heaven, with all my ranſomed at my back; for I have 
= you full ſatisfaction. O let him ſpz#k for himſelf, 
Chriſt hath got the guiding of all about the covenant; 
and when we take him, we take holineſs with him, we 
take perfect holineſs in him for juſtification, and we get. 
an imparted holineſs/from him for ſanctification. What 
is the reaſon of your want of holineſs? Becauſe you do 
not take Chriſt : What is the reaſon that ſome who take 
Chriſt, have little holineſs about them? Even becauſe 
they take him very aukwardly, if I may ſo call it, they 
take him backwardly. If we were better at taking what 
God gives, we would find more holineſs ſpringing up; 
whole taking of him would make whole holineis to you, 
but your broken taking of him makes broken holineſs, 
Q, he is the performer ot the covenant, and the perform- 


ance itſe f, the doer of all our work in us, and for us: 


and if our taking him, and believing on him were more 
perfect, our holineſs would he more pei fect too, for 
faith purifies the heart; a poor lean faith makes poof 
Jean obedience and ſanctification. O, if you could get 
Chriſt once in your arms, you get all that the father 
hath promiſed : but, poor ſoul, the beſt way for you, 
when you find your own weakneſs and wicked:&f, and 


fear the Father's wrath, is to take Chriſt, as it were, and 
ſhut him into the Father's arms, and that will pleaſe 


him; when you get Chriſt in your arms, you want no 
more, you have all you need; and when God the Father 

ets Chriſt in his arms, he wants no more, he hath all 
that he ſeeks; This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
well pleaſed. a 1 73 125 
- Know this covenant, as it is enlarged upon in the 
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N 3 
text and context. 1 f. It is a covenant for light, a light 
todighzen the Gentiles: Chriſt is the wiſdom and light 
of poor ſouls, and teaches them all the good leſſons that 
they learn; What leſſons? Why, he tells them what is 
the way to heaven, ſaying, I am the way ; he preaches 
himſelf, and it ſets him well ſo to do: he ſhews them 
how x man is made full, by emptying himſelf ; When £ 
am weak, then am I ſtrong, If any fay, I'll do my part 
of the cvenant, he his part, why, that is all wrong; if 

ou make him not the all of the covenant, you make 
bim nothing. He teaches a man to diſcern his voice, 
My ſheep hear my voice. He cauſes them to diſcern a 
ſpiritual preaching, à goſpel preaching ; a ſpiritual 
prayer, a ſpiritual exerciſe. Some will tell us, It is the 
great and learned folk of the world, that know preach · 
ing beſt: yea, ſome learning may make them know how 

werds clink together; but he who is the light of the 
C ntiles, makes all whom he favingly enlightens, to 


know his voice. in a preaching ; The ſpiritual man judg- þ 
er all things he teaches them to read God's will out of g 
a providence, and to ſee more of God in ſome providen- al 


ces, than others ſee in all his ordinances : he teaches In. 
them to make uſe of the enemies weapons. againſt them» Im 
ſelves. Why, ſays ſatan, will ſuch a vile thing as thou 4 
art, come to Chriſt 2 Lea, ſays the ſoul, becavſe I am x. 
vile. I am the more fit. He teaches them how to dwell Je. 
beſide the fountain, and how to live near God; and the I. 
man that doth this, cannot ay live upon two prayersin | 
the day, You that never knew any more about prayer $. 
than your morning and evening ſet times of prayer, it rþ 
ſeems yon was ne ver taught by him that is the light of 2 
the Gentiles. O take him, and he will teach you how, & 
to cry, Abba Father, and to rejoice, and work righte- I, 
ouſneſs. O when Chriſt comes, and diſcovers himſelf ed 
to the ſon}, witl: his robe royal on him, that ſoul is fil- 
Jed with joy and peace in believing, | 

2. It is a covenant far ſight, to open blind eyes; A 
man that is called Jeu, opened mine eyes, ſays the 
plind man. O there are many ſorts of blind ende 
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were flacking to him, who is the opener of blind oe 


noed to go {# for openint theft ers: ſome are 
blind Atheifts, who fay in thei hearts, The no God ; 
they ſee/not the majeſty of God, they ſet nut the juſtice 
of God, they ſee not the grace of God, . O that they 


8ome are blind Civilians, they are very! civil in their 
walk, but as far from grace as the former; hey dot 
diſcern the- things of God, know nothing abont caſes of 
conſcience ; there are ſome mens prayers and preaching 
they underſtand not, if they be ſpiritual and evangelical; 
the man knows pat himſelf, but is pure in his own eyes; 
his neighbours, it may be, will eall him a good man, an 
honeſt man, and he judges bimſelf to be what people 
call him, and yet he is a rebel and traitor to God; he 
hath not muck ill that men can challenge, but O there 
are many things that God can challenge him for; God can 
ſee his vice in the thing that he thigks to be vertue and 
innocence; he may pray, and is content and conceited 
to hear himſelf, pray, and he ſees no fault in his pray- 
ers. O, have not ſuch need of Chriſt to open their eyes? 
Some are. blind in the matters of religion, they think 
all their fins are fins of infirmity : No doubt we are ſin- 
ners {ay they, and great finners; who want their fawits 
more than we? O blind ſouls ! know that Cbriſt is the 
opener of blind eyes. There are blind folk that know 
their bodily cafe, but not that of their ſonis ; they ob- 
ſerve bodily providences, but not ſoul providences; they 
know not down eaſtings and upriſings of ſon}: O go to 
Chriſt, and he will let you ſee. Some are blind with re- 
ſpect to any diftin& knowledge of the 5-5/pel, they ſee 
not the ground of faith ; they would build their faith 
on their little bit of holineſs, rather than on God's holy co- 
venant, that only can make them holy; and henee their 
holineſs is ay to feck; they ſee not how a man is j"i[ſtifi- 
ed in a moment, by an imputed righteouſneſs, a righte- 


” ſouſneſs compleat and full; they ſee not how juſtifica- 


tion can be compleat withont ſomewhat of their own to 
make it look fair in God's ght: O ſeek in to Chriſt, 
that he may open your eyes. Again, many are blind 

. i | | with 
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their faith" hey Have le and caanot give 
a. gra; upon which they believe: it may be, they 
fay, they Rave believed all their days O Granger 


blind eyes, he is 4 covenanted eye - ſalve for all blind 
fe. — But then, Nan 7. 255% ne 
3. It is a covenant for liberty, to bring the priſoners 
out of the priſon- houſe: the Jon of God is the looſer of 
priſonere, by his covenanted indenture with the Father, 
the Spirit of the Lord God ãs upon him, for he hath 
anointed him: why, Chriſt knows all the priſon - houſes 
and all the bands; he was made like unto us in all things, 
fin only excepted: Such a high'\priefs became us, Ge. 
Yea, Chriſt carries all the: xe38 of the priſon-houſe ; the 
keys of hell and death are in his hand; be qapens, and 
none ſhuts; and ſhuts, and none opens. The devil, it 
may be, hath the poor ſoul-bound hand and; foot in the 
| pong but in comes the King of nations, the clink ofwhoſe 

eys makes all devils tremble; and he orders the jaylor to 
remove his chains; then Dumb and deaf Spirit, I charge 
thee to come out of him, ſaid Ohriſt to the poſſeſt man in the 


goſpel: ſo ſays he when he comes to looſe a priſoner, Thou f 


wicked unclean ſpirit, I charge thee to come out; thou co- 
vetous and wocldly ſpirit; charge thee to come out; thou 
Atheiſtical unbelieving ſpirit, thou lying and ſwearing, 
thou-drunken and debauched ſpirit, I charge thee to come 
out, let that foul go free; and if the fon make you free, 
then are you free indeed. It may be, the law hath the 


man in chairs; fer by the law is the knowledge and} 


conviction of fin, The law comes and ſeeks his maſter's 


tu faith! The Son of God is given to be the opener of 


[4 


{ 
1 
I 
J 
I 
| 
f 
t 
t 
a 
t. 


10 


0 
2 
fi 
V 
4 
C. 
G 
Fa 
of 
of 
al 


th 


rent, ſaying Pay what thou-oweſt; and tbe Spirit of he 


God comes along with the law, and convicts the man; 


and he every day hears himſelf cried over the croſs, as an 
it were, and put to the king's horn, there being many e. 


bands regiſtrate upon him; he is carried to priſon, and 


there he lies, tearing the wrath of God, and the execu- 
tion of the curſe, and threatning of the holy law. But vi 
Ye; 


beliold, the Son of God comes, ſaying, Open to me the 


by 


— 


ve 
ey chere is a righteouſneſs as broad as it can he. Manz are 
er || long in this priſon,” becauſe they take a chreatniag and 
of ' 


' dwell upon that; but believe the goſpel-promile, and 


nd grip to the goſpel-righteouſneſs, and you ſhall be looſed: + 


-- | Others dwell long in this priſon, becauſe, if they take a 
ers | promiſe, they take a conditional promiſe, and make no 


of || right uſe of it, ſuch as that, To you that fear my name, 


er; | ſpall the Sen of righteouſneſs ariſe. There is a ſweet 
th || promiſe, the Son af ghteouſneis his ariſing; but then 
ſes the condition of fearing his name, that knocks off their 
gs, || fingers, and hinders them from app)yi iug it, becauſe they 
vc, think they want the condition, Therefore, man, either 
he || take an abſolute. promiſe, that hath no condition in it at 
od all. promiſing the condition too ; or ele, if you apply 
ir the conditional promiſe, take Chriſt for the condition, 
the $10 make up all to you, and then you will find a looſing 
2 of priſon - bands. If you will not be content, every day, 
and every hour of the day, to be ia God's common, ia 
-ge free graces common, you will lye and rot in your priſon, 
. Many will abide long in this priſon, becauſe they would 
fain live to two huſbands, both Chriſt and the law. We 

co- | cannot live to Chriit, unleſs we be dead to the Jaw, 
ou Gal. ii. 19, 20. But the man would embrace Chriſt for 
ng, Ja huſband, and yet ſtand ſeeking to anſw er the demands 
me of the law: but whenever the jaw demands any thing 
ee, lof you, you muſt ſend the law to Chriſt, that he may 
the anſwer it, and then you will be looſed. Some abide long 
ind Jin priſon, becauſe they build the faith of Gods“ love on 
er's the work of God, and not on the truth of God; and 
offhence it is, that when God's work within them divines, 
in z [then their faith divines alſo; but faith will never be ficra 
as land ſtable, till it build more upon the truth of the cos 
ny lyenant. The ſtable chriſtian lives by bi 11s of exchange, 
ind but the weak unſtable foul counts all by what he hath 
cu- in his pocket; by what he hath in hand, and not by 
ut {what he hath upon bond. But how does Chrilt, the co- 
the} Any of the people, open the priſon-deor? Why, he 
Res, SR even 
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pot 2 Let ſutan, fin, juſtice, 
. arc along with me to Chriſt; and what [ 
cannot awer, he can; what I want, he hath enough 
to fupply; come, and lay all my ſius un my back, that 
I may away t Ohriſt with them, and get more mercy 
and grace, of Chriſtie the all in all of this new covenant: 
and ia this way, the the priſoner is looſed, to the devil's 
ſhame, and to Chriſt's honour, Stand to your liberty, poor 
Pal, and let your ſins and wants haſten, and bring you 
forward to venture upon Chriſt; that he may looſe you. 
O that the day of the Son of Man were come, when Zion 
will get a thouſand Atheiſts at a draught, when Chriſt 
wil get a multitude of priſoners liberate ! #4 
4. It is @ glorious covenant, coltifeived wholly for glo- 
filying God, and debaſiog ſelf; therefore it follows, J 
ani thy Lord, that is my name, my glory will 1 not give 
to 'affWther, not my pradſe te graven Imager, God ac- 
+, x6 the Randing'\of his glory, to perform all that 
is Mf this covenant, and not do give any ereuture a ſhare 
of it; ne will not break his credit; having once engag- 
ed himſelf in eovenant; and he will not ſuffer any to 
gather up the teſt and revenue of it but himſelf, My 

lory uill I not give to another, It ſtands on bis glory, 
115 word of honour, his word royal ; he himſelf will do 
all, and no inſtrument ſhall have the glory of it. If you 
give inſiruments any of the glory, it is the way to blaſt 
the inſtruments; and bl may they be, rather than 
that Chriit thould want any of the glory due unto his 
name, Theretore, far the Lord's fake, if you get any. 
thing this day, do not give the glory to any inftrument ; 
for, ſays God, I am the Lord, that is my name, ant my 

{ory will I not give to another, And for his glory 
rk, do not think of doing any part of the work your-Þ,. 
| felves; there ſhail nene get any of bis glory but himſelf. 
Means beloug to you, aud in God's name I charge you 
to make uſe of them, and the obligation to duty lies up- 
on you: but if you have any regard for the glory offi 
God, let God have the glory of the whole performance; 
not I, but grace: either the Lord VIII W | 
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| ffee-grace of God in Crit. e; 


e, amn make ef all this you Have been Aan % A 
12 ine? Why. have your hearts gone in to the covenant” = 
Th of free grace Then I call yo to a duty, ſuch as your - 


* 
on Bt, e 10 Sing ante the Lord 4 now ſong; nd . 


nant, then it is 4 fit titne to/injoin a duty; for then the 
man is at this, O What ſhall [ render to the Lord? No- 
thing advanees holineſs. ſo much as the geiting a fulk 
7 and - Th covenants” Why, becauſe Chriſt walks in the 
midſt of the covenant,” and he is the'covenant, and the 
whole of the covenant; and when the cov-nant comes, 
hs he comes; and his very preſence warms the heart, and 

ar mat warmneſs inlargesit, and then the man is at that 
e vich it, 7, run the aways of thy communtiments, berauſe 
thou inlargeſt my heart," Yea, when the iree cverans 
omes to 4 man, and gets the throne; then holineſs will. 


0 notice, that when God is ving a full aud free coves % 


ex run of courſe. I he nurrowneſs of your thoughts of 
2? ö 


ree grace hinders all your holineſs; for Chriſt will not 
Pt, down where the covenant gets not the throne, When 
the free covenant comes, it makes ſeif go to the door, 
and bids pride b:gone; for holineſs hath a charge, naw | 
ver to lodge in the ſame room with pride. When the __ 
ovenant comes in, pride goes out; and v hen pride goes [ 
ut, holineſs comes in, for he gives grace to the hum- 
dle; and the moſt ſweetly humbling thing in all the | 
world, is a view of the free covenant, where God gets _ | 
all the glory, and ſelf nothing of it: Nay, when the co». 1 
enant comes, it makes ſelf think ſhame of it ſelf, ad by 
hide its fact with blulhes In a word, Chen the cove» } 
dant comes, it contains in id, boſom, all che furniture 
mat is ne aſſary for making a man holy; and alſo, this 
Velant ſhews to a man that much is forgiven him; and 
hen much is forgiven him, he loves much: And where 
„e is much love, there is much holineſs, for the love: 
©! Chit coukirains him A Therefore, where this cove- 


. "Covenant takes place, there is much holineſs, - 


| at ae den geg 


covenant ace in it 
with a ſoul, 1 


nian, of! nag raar- 187 5 
very e is, little of this covsnant is known; Men 
keep faſt hold of their Aus, becauſe they will a) wake 

Hold of this covenant. , Where there is 8 | 
covenant, there is no holinets 3; Whehe little this co- 


venant, there is littie holineſs; and where much of this 


The new coreauant brings in the new Song. — 10. 

Sing unto the Lord a nem ſor : and the new ſong is the 
new ouedlence, and the new obedience is the obedience 
of faith and love, and the obedience of faith and love i; 
goſpel-holineſs. O then, let the goſpel-covenant havy 
room, or holigef wall never W Take in the cove 
nant, and it will make you fing, Sing to the Lord a neu 
Jong, and his praiſes = the ends of the earth; for hv 
that offereth . praiſe glorifieth Cod And the more you 
glorify God, the more; will your holineſs be like that 0 
che redeem'd above, who are foging Gy fongh 
Abe pew Jeruſalem, - eie 
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